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TAKE iN UpTo UPHOLSTER ANY VEHICLE — Start With Your Own Car! 


$ YOU'RE NEEDED NOW IN THIS EXCITING, 


00  HIGH-PAYING FIELD! 
* 

Per WEEK! 

* 34 xX 










































TÎ A BUSINESS SO BIG, SO FANTASTIC, that in most parts of the U.S. 
you need an appointment to take in a car for reupholstering or custom- 
izing. We have the finest deal in America for you in this great business! 


YOU EARN WHILE YOU LEARN AT HOME IN SPARE TIME. If you 
can handle a screwdriver and a pair of shears you can make it big in 
auto trim and related fields like vinyl repair, auto glass and landau tops. 


YOU LEARN THE LATEST UP-TO-THE-MINUTE CALIFORNIA 


4 AND EUROPEAN STYLES ۰ . . get all the tools of the trade at no 
extra charge. And right from the start ۰ . . you get the finest materials, 
(€ fabrics and supplies at low wholesale prices! 


YOU LEARN HOW TO START, MANAGE‏ 2 ي هی 

° AND DEVELOP your own business, take on 
help . . . go all the way to an income you won't 
believe! Other people just dream about it — 
but if you have read this far, YOU can do 
something about it! 


NO NEED TO QUIT YOUR PRESENT JOB — 
NO AUTOMATION LAYOFFS! Since the birth 
of the automobile, training in vehicle upholster- 
۶ ing and customizing has been neglected. In the 
۲ past you had to spend YEARS as an apprentice 
to learn this wonderful field. Now, thanks to 
my A.U.I.’s step-by-step practical and PROVEN 
home training method, you don’t even have to 
quit your present job to learn! Many students 
report taking in their first simple repair jobs... 
= making money, soon after starting with ۱ 


A Started As a Hobby 


A Now Pays Me 

BIG MONEY! 
Average $10.00 to $22.00 
an Hour EASY! 


A.U.I. IS APPROVED BY THE 
۲ CALIFORNIA SUPERINTENDENT OF 


i یا‎ š ۳ 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION AND IS AUTHORIZED TO ISSUE 
A DIPLOMA IN AUTO UPHOLSTERY! 


Ç _ ; ] 3 ; Š £ مرو‎ ۱ Š Z ۱ COMPAR * ma as much — for % the 


ee ae oyy AU, سس و‎ 
EXTERIOR INCLUDED 


money back! 
OFFERS THESE success program. ..approved 
Your A.U.I. training includes, popular ‘>. Ñ | IE. MAIL COUPON TODAY FOR FREE 


q. 


NOMW is the time to start cashing in on the huge 
market for customized Surfer Vans! A market 
where $1,200 — for a week's work is not un- 
usual! Hard to believe? Not if you’ve got an | 
estimate for a "Sultan's Den” lately — like the 

one shown! Van Customizers report jobs like 
this usually BEGIN around $800 — go all the 
way up to $2,500 or more. And experts believe 
the customized van trend has only just begun! 






















BIG EXTRAS! for vets — and authorized 


to issue a state diploma! 


exterior trimming techniques. While ⁄ چ‎ 1 k 2 AUTO TRIM CAREER BOOKLET... 
not as profitable as Interior Custom- š = - € = x: Auto Upholstery Institute, Dept. BZO 
izing. . . it's an added skill that fits 1205 W. Barkley, P.O. Box 16, Orange, CA 92666 





in well with auto and van uphol- 
stering. 


VINYL REPAIR, TOO! 


Often, as a Customizer, you will be called upon to fix tears, 
rips and burns in van and auto interiors. It’s a big profit business 
— AND THE MOST COMPLETE VINYL REPAIR INSTRUC- 
TION AVAILABLE ANYWHERE, is included in your ۰ 


Division of CAREER & CRAFT INTERNATIONAL program! 
AUTO UPHOLSTERY INSTITUTE, Box 16- 820 , Orange, Calif. 92669 


RUSH complete MASTER PLAN and your illustrated booklet 
“HOW TO MAKE BIG MONEY IN AUTO INTERIOR 
CUSTOMIZING AND REPAIR”. | understand there is no obligation - 
and no one will call or visit me. Everything is done by mail. 


Name Age 





Address 





City State Zip 





Iso approved for 


APPROVED FOR VETERANS & NON-VETS Joona Rehabilitation 
155 5 sm å å å å es su 


Em 


— install in hours with hand tools. Kits 
include 16 gauge all-welded steel bed 
with corrugated steel floor, steel tail gate, 
reinforced fiberglass fenders and steps, 
latches and hardware — All for $395.00. 

Optional Accessories Include: Tonneau 
covers, wide flared fenders, decals, 
bumpers, lights, T-shirts, and trailer pack- 
ages lg your old bed).* 


1 $2.00 today 


s 4 P. O. BOX 60249-B ° SUNNYVALE ۰ CALIFORNIA « , 94086 
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ince the van and truck craze started 
S: few years back, happenings have 

been taking place across the coun- 
try more and more. At these 
happenings, there is usually a show, as 
well as various contests for the vanners 
and truckers to participate in. As each 
year goes by, the host clubs of these 
events try to come up with something 
new in the contests. 

For the most part, these games or con- 
tests are meant to be fun, and usually 
they are. Besides the typical club 
volleyball tourneys, or tug-of-wars, there 
are always some events that are new. 
The latest one that I’ve been seeing is 
the bat relay; it’s one contest that’s 
appearing more and more and it’s a 
laugh. The object is to run to a baseball 
bag (about fifty feet away), pick it up so 
that one end is on the ground and the 
other is touching your forehead. Then 
you go around the bat ten times and run 
back to the starting line so your other 
teammate can do the same thing. Well, 
when you get off the bat, it’s not that 
easy to run straight to your teammate. 
You have a tendency to stagger, fall 
down, or just lose track of where you’re 
at for awhile. 

There are all kinds of fun events for 
both adults and kids at these van and 
truck meets. On the other hand some 
events are meant to be fun but end up in 
a catastrophy. Two years back, the tug- 
of-war between trucks was pretty big. It 
was supposed to prove who had the 
strongest truck in the dirt or asphalt. All 
the tug-of-wars of this nature that I’ve 
seen didn’t bring any tragic results. But 
when you have two trucks pulling op- 
posite one another, with a chain holding 
the two together, it can get pretty hairy. 
If that chain snaps and some innocent 
bystander gets it, the host club can get 
the ax. 

At a recent mini-truck event, they had 


a contest which involved taking off all 
four wheels. You were allowed to use two 
jacks, with four club members raising 
the truck, removing the wheels, running 
around a pylon, and mounting the 
wheels back to the truck. The idea was 
good, because at the beginning of this 
activity, all the spectators were just 
cheering their clubs on. But one club 
didn’t fair too well. Once the truck was 
jacked up with the two jacks in the 
centers of the differential and front end, 
the truck started to teeter totter when 
the wheels were taken off. Then all of a 
sudden, the truck lost balance and came 
down, front jack through the oil pan. A 
lot of people laughed until they realized 
what happened. It’s only a game, right. 
Just ask the truck owner what he 
thought of this contest. It could have 
been worse. Someone could have lost a 
leg or something. 

It’s the contest like these unsafe ones 
that need to be taken care of. The tug- 
of-war between trucks should just be out 
of a happening. It doesn’t really prove 
anything, and besides, it tears the heck 
out of a truck. How many guys can af- 
ford to change a differential after every 
time they enter the tug-of-war? Not too 
many. 

As far as the other event I mentioned, 
where all four wheels had to be removed, 
it can still be a good one. But whoever 
hosts the event should think about using 
jack stands to support the truck, while 
the guys are removing the wheels. It 
might last longer, but it’ll be a lot safer. 
Whenever there are any kind of 
automobiles involved, it’s best to make 
sure the event will be a safe one. You can 
still have fun and don’t have to worry 
about anyone getting hurt. 

So if your club is planning a van or 
truck happening, think twice about any 
contests or games before you include 
them in the happening. There will 
always be a few who want to partake in 
the daring type contests, but they 
should be considerate of others. If they 
want to see how many times they can 
roll a truck, let them do it in their back 
yard or something. The main thing to 
remember is to keep safety in mind with 
any activity. 











It’s Beautiful... 
Now — Make It 
Handle 


You've spent your time and hard earned 
bucks on making it look good — now it’s 
time to make it handle! Make it handle with 
Genuine Suspension components — the 
time proven suspension components for 
street and strip! 

SS 













z $ aa 
Van & % Ton 
Super ‘G’ Traction Bars 
#515 Just $45.49 List! 


Here’s the super bite traction bars for all 
vans and YT pickups. Superior welded 
construction and super Chrome Plated 
finish. Prevents wheel hop spring wrap up, 
plus you can add the Genuine Van Anti 
Sway Bar, #516, and get the kind of hand- 
ling you've always wanted. Helps prevent 
sway and wander — beautifully chrome 
plated for lasting use and enduring beauty. 
Ready to bolt on your Super G Traction Bars 


. . . Van & Pickup Anti Sway Bar Just 
$36.95 list! 


Van Rear Lift Kits 


The answer for that wide rubber — and 
needed weight transfer! The #510 lift kit lifts 
your vehicle’s rear end a full 1-1/2”. Addi- 
tional blocks available for extra lift up 
to 4-1/2”. Strong ductile iron con- 
struction, includes four 
heavy duty U-bolts and 
nuts. Just $36.95 list. Ex- 
tra blocks available at 
$11.37 pair list. (We've 
got shock extenders too!) 


Send $1.00 for the latest 
Genuine Suspension cata- 
log, includes complete 
information on all 
Genuine Suspension 


SVS pension ME 


2909 Daimler 
Santa Ana, Calif. 92705 


714/751-0502 
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AIR LIFT 
AlR SPRINGS 


Heavy Haulers! 


Apartment-like equipped vans are great for livin' — 
but they sure can be unruly for road handling. Get 
your van back to steady handling with Air Lift Air 
Springs. They work directly with your rear suspen- 
sion and are air adjustable to your load needs. Air 
Springs help maintain clearance for big tires too! 
Any dealer can order your set — toll free by calling 
1-800 248 8703. And you can install them yourself! 


Write For Free Booklet 


AIR LIFT 
COMPANY 


P.O. Box 12150-E 
Lansing, MI 48901 


(517) 482-1378 





READERS: 





ORLANDO CUSTOM 





My wife and I have been reading 
TRUCKIN’ since day 1 and look forward 
to every issue. 

Enclosed is a picture of our 1974 
Dodge Van. The theme is Spanish and 
some of the features include crushed 


someone relatively new to the truckin’ 
scene. 

What I would like to know from your 
loyal readers is their ideas on how they 
customized their rigs. Perhaps I can 
expand on their ideas. Pictures are ap- 
preciated. All truck magazines have 
ideas on customizing mini-trucks, but 
not enough. Maybe your readers can 
help. I'd appreciate hearing from them. 

Terry Buchheit 
214 S. Moulton St. 
Perryville, Missouri 63775 


CLASSIC CAMEO 


velvet couch, headliner, dash, hi-back 
seats from Van-Go of Ft. Lauderdale, 


VAN OWNERS 
PICK-UP OWNERS 
(MINI AND 


FULL SIZE) 


eG “BAJA-PROVEN” 
peal Š 


ARMSTRONG TIRES 


World's most complete R.V. tire line at 

very low prices. Honest tire information 
you can trust plus 100's of things you've 
been looking for and many you've never 
seen! 


FLOTATION TIRES & WHEELS 
UNIQUE OFF-ROAD & CAMPING 
EQUIPMENT 

12 volt 4°" drill © Books 
Quartz - halogen © Sleeping bags 
driving lights © Push-bars 
Roof racks @ Guns 
Roll bars @ Fishing rods 
Winches @ Portable 12 volt 
G.I. surplus camp shower unit 
qoodies Survival equipment 


GD u am az em am em aD UD UD a G G a an q Go am s am a 
Please send me your FREE 132-Page 
g Catalog! 
g Name 


l Address 





8 City - 


© 9201 CALIFORNIA AVE. Dept. TM 


SOUTH GATE, CA 90280 
© COPYRIGHT 1976 DICK CEPEK, INC. 
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wrought iron archway and cathedral 
windows in rear, a fish aquarium com- 
plete with fish, TV, wet bar, quad tape 
player, digital clock, stained glass lites, 
Spanish candles, stereo head phones 
and solid brass ship port holes. The side 
& rear doors are operated by a computer 
card which inserts into a slot which 
replaced the door handles. Since this 
picture was taken, we have added 
teakwood running boards and gull wing 
doors (driver & passenger). 

We recently moved to Orlando and 
have met many good people in the local 
van clubs. Looking forward to more 
articles on Florida vanners. Keep up the 
good work, you’re not getting older, 
you're getting better. 

Dewey & Debbie Bond 
Orlando, Florida 


NEEDS CUSTOMIZING IDEAS 


I hope this letter can see its way into 
an issue of TRUCKIN’. I’ve finally 
talked my dad into getting a Datsun 
pickup for our business. I plan on 
customizing it myself except for paint. I 
would like you to run my address in 
TRUCKIN’ because maybe some mini- 
truckin’ freaks will want to write to 





Here is a picture of my 55 Cameo. It 
seems all the glory is for Ford Pickups 
and very few Chevys are around. 

I'd like to add that up here in the 
Pacific Northwest, Cameos are very rare 
and can be counted on just one hand. 
My Cameo is all stock with a six and 
still rolls like a charm. 

I took a first place trophy at a car and 
swap meet in Mount Vernon, 
Washington. 

Andy Ochoa 
Ferndale, Washington 


STOP LIGHT CITY VAN 


I belong to the “Stop Light City 
Vans” of Kokomo, Indiana. “Stop Light 
City Vans” have a total of 50 vans in the 
club, even though the club has not been 
together a year yet. They received their 
club name from the truck drivers who 
pass though the city of Kokomo. 


(Continued on page 10) 


One way your glass with class 


Throw away your obsolete curtains and one way your glass with 
VAN LOUVERS®. 


VAN LOUVERS® are designed so you can see out but if 
someone tries to look in, all they see is roof. 


VAN LOUVERS® are made of an exclusive space age material 
developed for airplane wing tips. Weather will not affect VAN 
LOUVERS® and they can be installed in minutes without tools. 


VAN LOUVERS® are ready to go... for all Chevy, Dodge 
and Ford Vans, 1970 and later . . . for either stationary or movable 
windows. The standard black finish is easy to paint. 


$49.” 


See your local Simpson 
dealer or order direct. 


SIMPSON VAN LOUVERS Send cash, check or money 
22630 S. Normandie Ave. order and louvers will be 
Torrance. CA 90502 sent Post Paid. 


Name. 
Address 

City 1 State . Zip. 
Make : __ Year Model 
Standard Windows __ Opening Windows 
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Ask Jim About 
Mini Trucks... 
Jim Conner 
Mini Trucks! 


Get together with Jim Conner 
Mini Trucks when you’re think- 
ing parts and accessories for 
your mini. Cash in on Jim’s 
winning experience gained in 
off-road races throughout the 
country and Baja too! 


Jim covers all the minis — Dat- 
sun, LUV, Courier, Toyota — 
all the parts and accessories 
you want and need — hard 
parts too. 


Or, if you’re looking for com- 
plete construction and prep for 
your mini — or any size vehicle 
— ask Jim. He has full facilities 
for all your needs — on or off 
road. 


Datsun catalog now ready — 
just $1.00! 


Z IN 
1 leer 


an affiliate of 


MODERN AA _ 
MOTORS De) 
823 Milford ki 
Glendale, CA 91203 
213/240-8800 
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COMPACT CB 
POWER TRANSCEIVER 





Pearce-Simson’s Alleycat 23 mobile 
Citizens Band transceiver was designed 
to give high-performance com- 
munications while taking up the least 
possible space in any vehicle or boat. 
Only 1-1/8” high, 5-1/8” wide, and 8- 
1/8” deep, the Alleycat features a 
transmitter section designed around 
highly reliable silicon transistors and 
Pearce-Simpson’s exclusive HetroSync 
TM frequency synthesizer circuit which 
uses only 12 crystals to provide full 23- 
channel operation and a final RF power 
amplifier transistor which boosts power 
to the maximum legal limit. 

The Alleycat’s receiver has adjustable 
squelch to quiet background noise in the 
absence of a signal, an automatic noise 
limiter to minimize ignition in- 
terference, and a ceramic filter to 
provide optimum selectivity. 

The S/RF meter glows amber when 
receiving, red when transmitting, and 
flashes bright red when modulating. An 
external speaker jack is provided. 

The Alleycat's looks are clean and 
handsome with a wood grain, brushed 
aluminum, and chrome front panel and 
a case covered with black vinyl for extra 
protection. Additional information 
available from: Pearce-Simpson, Divi- 
sion of Gladding Corporation, P.O. Box 
520800, Biscayne Annex, Dept. T, 
Miami, Florida 33152. 


NSRA CLUB KIT 


Following many months of research, 
planning, preparation and production, 








the National Street Rod Association 
complete car club kit is now available. 
Designed to assist car clubs of all types 
that enroll as affiliate members of 
NSRA, the kit prepared by authorities 
of the sport is of value in every facet of 
club operations. Reported one veteran of 
the sport, “The NSRA Car Club 
program is the most complete and com- 
prehensive ever to be offered. It’s just 20 
years late!” 

Clubs that enroll as members receive 
a packet of materials which includes a 
100-plus-page NSRA Car Club Manual. 
A valuable reference and instructional 
guide, the 3-ring binder contains data 
that will keep a club busy virtually year- 
'round. Within the 19 sections, a partial 
listing includes the “how to” of produc- 
ing a rod run, a car show, 
publicity/advertising, promotion, and it 
even covers the oft-overlooked basics, 


CAR CLUB 


MANUAL 


such as composing a good letter, how to 
take photographs and keep records of 
them, how to produce a club newsletter, 
etc. 

Clubs also receive a membership iden- 
tification plaque, a brushed gold with 
membership data printed and engraved 
on the surface. The unique certificate of 
club membership allows space for a 
photo of the club members and/or their 
cars, is then intended for framing. 

Individual members of affiliated clubs 
receive personalized identification 
materials, and each receives regular 
issues of NSRA’s StreetScene, the only 


news-monthly magazine of the sport. It 
features up-to-date run information and 
other timely data in a newsletter format. 

Additional information on the NSRA 
Car Club Program can be obtained by 
writing to: NSRA Car Club Division, 
3407 W. Olive Ave., #205, Dept. TRM, 
Burbank, CA 91505. The “How to Form 
a Car Club” booklet is available at 50c 


per copy. 


PANASONIC SPEAKERS 


Panasonic Auto Products line of car 
speakers has added four new models 
that cover the range from high efficiency 
to economical wedge type speakers. The 
entire Panasonic speaker line, with the 
new models, was on display atthe APAA 
show. They included high compliance 





speakers with padded grilles, which will 
accommodate high-powered units 
equipped with the Panasonic “Sound 
Charger.” The Panasonic Auto Products 
speaker line also includes two-way 


speakers to fit existing. 6x9 rear deck 
openings. The speakers are competitive- 
ly priced, ideal for car hi fi, and are 
packaged in eye-catching cartons, ready 
for shelf display. 


FLARED MINI-STEPSIDE KIT 





(Continued on page 12) 
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Jackman’s famous quality 
goes without saying. 

For the strongest, 

best looking 

steel spokers 

always ask 

for Jackman. 


Jackman’s own, New! 
High intensity off-road 
driving lights and covers 
are now available from 
Jackman. 12V round and 
rectangular. Write for 


information. 


1 


PROTECTOS 


۹ 


Primo 8 


grille guard 


Jackman's protector has been 
sweeping the land! It's the new- 
est design in grille guards, and 
it incorporates a steel skid plate 
for those hard rocks! Write for 
information. 


ge ey 


For information on Jackman products send $2.00 for our 
new catalog. It’s loaded with tough off-road equipment 
for your car or truck. Do it now! Get ‘em on! 


JECKMA 


1000 No. Johnson Ave. 
El Cajon, Ca. 92020 
(714) 440-1014 


3221 Woodson Rd. 
St. Louis, Mo. 63114 
(314) 426-0666 





N 
\NHEEIS 


Jackman’s “J” and Weld. 
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TALK TO US! 


The places where you get 
Direct Connection Parts off the shelf! 


MOPAR SPOKEN HERE 












MR. NORM'S GRAND SPAULDING DODGE, INC. SOUTH LAKE MOTORS 
3300 W. Grand Avenue 935 Dundee Rd. One-Stop Speed Center 
Chicago, IL 60651 Buffalo Grove, ۱۱۱ 60090 1931 South Main 
(312) 227-3300 (312) 394-9700 Rice Lake, WI 54868 


(715) 234-9081 
NORM KING DODGE, INC. RIVER OAKS CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH CO. 


121 East Alosta 4807 Kirby Drive S & W DODGE 
Glendora, CA 91740 Houston, Texas 77006 350 St. Nicholas Avenue 
(213) 335-0261 Texas Watts (800) 392-1856 Ridgewood, Queens, NY 11227 
or (713) 526-1061 (212) 821-3027 


TANFORAN DODGE, INC. 


398 El Camino Real KELLY CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH, INC. SOUTH HILLS CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH 
San Bruno, CA 94066 789 S. Four Lane Highway 745 N. Washington Rd. 
(415) 873-2500 Marietta, GA 30060 McMurray, PA 15317 
(404) 422-9100 (412) 941-4300 
FREMONT DODGE HERSHBERGER MOTORS ROCKVILLE CENTRE DODGE, INC. 
4300 Peralta Blvd. 202 Young St. 400 Sunrise Highway 
Fremont, CA 94536 Woodburn, OR 97071 Rockville Centre, NY 11570 
(415) 792-2570 (503) 981-0121 (516) 678-1602 
AURORA DODGE KENMONT DODGE PORTSMOUTH DODGE INC. 
2727 Havana 7788 Montgomery Rd. 155 Greenleaf Ave. 
Denver, Colorado 80232 Cincinnati, Ohio 45236 Portsmouth, N.H. 03801 
(303) 751-1104 (513) 793-2600 (603) 436-2022 
BURNSIDE DODGE, INC. MID-CITY DODGE, INC. CITY AUTO CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH 
2049 Remount Road 2185 Walden Avenue Route 10 
Charleston, S.C. 29406 Buffalo, N.Y. 14225 Pineville, WV 24874 


(803) 747-0461 (716) 685-1010/ 11 (304) 732-6551 


CORPORATION 


AUTHORIZED DEALERS S CHRYSLER 


CARGO BAR $39.97 
MAKE IT HAPPEN WITH... 


ALPHABETS 
CUSTOM WEST 


YOUR LEADING VAN 
ACCESSORY 
MANUFACTURER... 
FOR GOOD REASONS 


MANUFACTURING A 
COMPLETE LINE OF 
QUALITY CRAFTED 
PRODUCTS... 

ALL AT AN 
AFFORDABLE PRICE. 





DEPT. T-8, 12572 WESTERN AVENUE, GARDEN GROVE, CALIFORNIA 92641 
Specify van or motorcycle catalog 
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(Continued from page 6) 





My ’76 Ford truck, whose name is 
“Vandy” has received many awards 
including best paint. 





I thoroughly enjoy your magazine. It is 
the best van magazine around. Keep up 
the good work and those swell pictures. 

Jeff Williams 
Kokomo, Indiana 


Your van is for sure 10-4. Keep up the 
good work, hope to see you at a van 
happening or show. 


OAHU STEPSIDE 





I have read your magazine for the past 
couple of months, and really enjoy your 
articles. 

Enclosed is a picture of my 1975 
Chevy Stepside. It is the only one of its 
kind here on the island of Oahu. Heads 
turn and I get a lot of compliments 
wherever I go. 

My truck has a 350 with 4BBL, L-60 x 
15 Goodrich’s ET mags, AM/FM 
cassette with front and rear 2-1/2” 
speakers. The paint was done by Ron 
Skyler, working with Pete Paulson of 
“House of Wheels” in San Leandro, CA. 

Ron Whitehead 
Aiea, Hawaii 


Your direct connection’s 
gol il for the man 


with the Mop 





Truckin’ Horns 





Coco Mats 





Engine Cover Drink Tray 


If you’re looking to do your thing with a 
Mopar Van, you’re looking in the right place. 
Now your Direct Connection has a selection 
of van parts and accessories to turn your 
van into a heavy hauler. We’ve pictured 
some of our truckin’ stuff above — but 





Template 
Kit 






Header 
Systems 


ar van. 









Roof k. 
Tri-Vent 


Mirro-Shield Window Kit 











Auxiliary 
Lights 


Sidepipes 


NEW/Bigger Murals 





Gauge Kits 


there's more in our new catalog offered 
below. Inside or outside, your Direct Con- 
nection's got it! So get hold of our new 
catalog. Then get down to your Dodge or 
Chrysler-Plymouth dealer and see his van 
man. 





۳ 


lš still just $1.00. 


MOPAR BOOK oF MAGIC 


x) N A must for any Mopar owner. In- 
ZZ, N cludes van accessories and en- 

gine pieces plus hundreds of 
race-proven, factory engi- CITY STATE ZIP 
„ neered performance prod- 
حور‎ ps and selected major 
f a> brand-name speed equip- 
~~~ ment. 84 pages in all for van 
= owners, street rodders, and 
S — drag racers. Order right now — 


CC-7 


NAME 





ADDRESS 








(Please send Check or Money Order) 


<> 
Tod CHRYSLER 


CORPORATION 
Box 857 — Dept. CIMS 414-05-49 Ë 


Detroit, Mi, 48231 


rece? connection. 
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pes in white epoxy. And sometimes tough chrome. 
When you ride with the Ranger, you're sure to get home. The spirit of 


outdoors. Not for the tame. Ranger’s best in the boonies... sand, dust or rain. 
Perfect for campers, vans, buggies and trucks. A hearty good wheel. 
A great deal for the bucks. 
Drive ’em in pairs or four all around. Big tires and 
small Ranger handles the ground. With special spoke center all welded 
and proper Ranger’s the one... It’s not a stud popper. The secret and difference 
is care and attention, to design, detail and construction. 
To the end of our story a simple conclusion... if it’s wheels you need 
to get you there pronto. Remember the Ranger. And don't forget Tonto. 


It's easy to see 
Keystone style and quality 


Plus we've got 
SnoMag in blaz- 
ing white. The 
fun wheel with 
a black and 
red pinstripe. 













Keystone Products, Inc., 1333 So. Bon View Ave., Ontario, Calif. 91761 


ISKY introduces the درا زرط یلید‎ Cam 


Motorists . . . does your late model (1972-76) car, camper or pick- 
up run poorly, idle rough and use too much gas? ISKY can ease 
D your gas pains with the famous MILE-A-MOR cam designed to 
increase engine efficiency and stop “GAS GUZZLING!” 


GUARANTEED PERFORMANCE OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 


MILEAGE... 

other changes. 

® HI-TORQUE ... Improved throttle response and better pulling 
power at low to intermediate speeds. 

e SMOOTH RUNNING .. . Idling super smooth and flat spots 
eliminated on acceleration. 

e SAVE $$ ... You can easily save $10 dollars or more per 

month in gasoline expenses alone. 


SEND FOR THE TRUTH: Send for your free MILE-A-MOR cam 
brochure including actual test results or get the complete Isky 
Cam Story with our new 1976 CATALOG “THE TRUTH ABOUT 
CAMS” ... only $1.00 p.pd. 


ISKENDERIAN CAMS 
16020 S. BROADWAY ۰ D/T ۰ GARDENA, CALIF. 90248 ۰ 
























We guarantee 1 mile per gallon increase with no 










(213) 770-0930 
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STUFF 


(Continued from page 9) 








California Step Side Manufacturing, 
Inc., has just completed tooling on the 
most exciting mini truck accessory to 
ever enter the automotive market — the 
Step Side Pick-up Bed Conversion for 
Datsun, Toyota, Ford Courier, 
Chevrolet Luv, and Mazda (4 cylinder) 
trucks. 

The mini truck Step Side Conversion 
is produced as a simple bolt on 
accessory, attaching directly to the stock 
bed mounting points. The steel with an 
integrally welded, corrugated steel floor 
and finished in automotive primer. 
Fenders and steps are constructed from 
high strength reinforced fiberglass. All 
mounting hardware and instructions are 
provided in the kit. 

California Step Side Manufacturing, 
Inc., is currently offering the mini Step 
Side Conversion at a retail price of $395, 
F.O.B. point of manufacture, plus sales 
tax where applicable. Included in 
California Step Side’s catalog (which is 
available from the company at $2.00) 
are tonneau covers, tail lamp & back up 
lamp kits, bumper packages, spare tire 
mounts, flared fenders, and other 
accessories to complement each mini 
Step Side. The company also offers a 
trailer package to convert the stock 
truck beds into utility or camping 
trailers. 

For additional information, please 
contact Jerry Nichols at California Step 
Side Manufacturing, Inc., P.O. Box 
60249, Dept. T, Sunnyvale, California 
94086, (415) 967-0777. 


AIR BRUSHED MURALS 





Nordec Inc., manufacturer of Van-Dec 
and Rainbow automotive decal products 
has announced the addition of a top 
quality mural line to its Van-Dec 
products. The murals will be offered in- 
itially in sizes 12” x 36” and 14” x 19”; 
and because of their unique sandwich 


construction (with printing between a 
layer of outdoor vinyl and a layer of 
almost chemically inert clear polyester) 
similar to other Van-Dec products they 
are claimed, by the Manufacturer, to be 
almost indestructible. 

Air brush art work on the Van-Dec 
murals is faithfully reproduced, and the 
scope of the art work ranges from 
“futuristic” to “old time,” as well as, 
from “realistic” to “far out.” The initial 
offering is six murals, and the company 
intends to add two murals per month for 
many months into the forseeable future 
with a total of twenty to twenty-four in- 
dividual designs by September 1976. 
Write Nordec, Inc., 100 Northfield 
Road, Dept. T, Bedford, Ohio 44148. 


VAN COOLING “TWIN-PAKS” 





Two new “Twin-Paks” for preventing 
transmission and engine overheating in 
vans and pick-ups has been announced 
by Hayden Trans-Cooler, Inc., Corona, 
California. 

Hayden Twin-Pak #1 (pictured) 
makes it possible for van and pick-up 
owners to get the extra cooling protec- 
tion of Hayden’s exclusive Swirl-Cool 
Space-Saver Transmission Oil Cooler, 
plus the added benefit of a Hayden 
Swirl-Flex Fan for engine cooling. 
Hayden Twin-Pak #2 for extra stress 
driving, pairs a Hayden Duo-Cool com- 
bination engine and transmission cooler 
with a Hyden Flex Fan. 

Hayden Space-Saver oil coolers are 
only 3/4” thick, permitting installation 
in front of van and pick-up radiators 
where space is often limited. Hayden 
patented inner-swirl action swirls the 
hot oil as it flows through the cooler 
protecting against burn-out and boil- 
over. 

Tests made by the manufacturers in- 
dicate each 20° F drop in oil 
temperature can double the life of oil 
and equipment. The new Hayden Twin- 
Paks are available at van, RV and 
automotive supply stores. 














15726 WEST SEVEN MILE ROAD DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48235 


OR VAN/BIKER WEST 


PICK-UPS & PANELS 


LARGEST INVENTORY IN THE COUNTRY 
OF ’53 TO 56 F-100 PARTS 


CHROME PLATED ASH TRAYS 
FORD SCRIPT $5.95 


ass, 
x k. 


HORN BUTTON 
Chrome orig. 5 


(exchange item) S7.50 


CUSTOM INTERIOR 
HANDLE TRIM RINGS 
New Repro. 
$6.95ea. 4 for $25.00 


VENT WINDOW RUBBER 


New Repro. 1953- 55 $34. 95 per set 


BET 


REAR AXLE COVER 


= $22.00 (exchange item) 
FRONT HOOD EMBLEM 
Chromed orig. $9.95 
(exchange item) 


a” Ut eS FORD PATCHES 
FORD DEFRACTION DECALS, sm. $1.75 med. $2.00 
$6.95 Ig. $2.50 
PLEASE ADD 15% TO THE TOTAL PRICE TO COVER POSTAGE, SHIPPING AND HANDLING. 


COLLECTORS ITEM — FOUR COLOR, 
FULLY ILLUSTRATED CATALOG; 
NOT JUST ANOTHER PARTS 
CATALOG! THIS ONE WILL BECOME 
A COLLECTOR’S ITEM IN ITSELF. 
JUST $5.00 AND EVEN THAT’S 
REFUNDABLE WITH YOUR FIRST 
$25.00 ORDER. OUR EXCLUSIVE DESIGN 


For all of you who have sent us orders for our new catalog IN FOUR FANTASTIC COLORS 
— our apologies. Our only excuse is: we have been expand- ONLY $5.95 

ing so fast that the plans become obsolete before they get ` 
to the printer. We finally have it all together and are ready 
to go... ۱ think you'll find it was well worth the wait! 


LICENSE PLATE FRAME 
$5.95 per set 


TEE SHIRTS 


PHONES: 
[714)994-1400 


6412 MANCHESTER BUENA PARK, CA 90621 [213) 941-4693 








EXCLUSIVE VAN ACCESSORIES 


Custom 


Save Moxey ox Direct Wailing from Woarekouse 
Available Hurough oun Wail Order Catalogue 


Send a Buck for our Catalogue to: 
VAN/BIKER EAST 


eBUTCHER BLOCK WOOD PRODUCTS 


TELEPHONE (313) 838-6610 
P.O. Box 248 Stanton, Calif. 90680 


eWINE RACKS eOVERHEAD COUNSEL 
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eLOW BLOWER EXHAUSTS eWHEEL LIP FLAIRS 
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Sin City Vans Ltd did a 
fantastic job with their 
second annual event. 
Quite a number of 
sharp looking vans 
made it to the Hacien- 
da, the headquarters 
for the happening. 
Below is one of the 
local vans, Magoo’s 
World, with an out- 
rageous trike owned by 
Bob Spina, another 
custom painter of Las 
Vegas. 


A neat place for a van happening, 


Las Vegas 
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SPICE 


AMERICAS ONLY NUDE ICE REVUE 
IN THE CASINO 


CORK PROCTOR 



























j 


E Ni eet BA Ta tu 
SPECTACULAR 


on ICE 


LOUNGE 


HENRY SHED 
HAMPA 6 


by Robert K. Smith 


t the Hacienda Hotel in Las 

Vegas, Nevada, last May 8th and 

9th, Sin City Vans Ltd., of Vegas 
hosted their second annual Spring Fun 
Festival. It was a very well organized 
event, with a few activities which took 
place right on schedule. Instead of 
having a whole bunch 'of games and 
contests, there were only a few so the 
vanners who came to Vegas would have 
time to check out the town. 

We trucked out to this electric city 
Thursday night. Things didn’t exactly 
look too good because it started to rain 
half way there and the closer we got, the 
more it rained, with lots of thunder and 
lightning all around. By Friday morning 
though, the rain had stopped and the 
sun was popping out. All right! 

There were already about a hundred 
or so vans at the Hacienda 
Campgrounds, so we checked out what 
was going on for awhile, went in to the 
hotel to gamble, and then cruised the 
town. As we left the Hacienda, Dennis 
Dillon of Sin City Vans gave us a 
package, the same thing that the 
vanners would receive when they 
entered the grounds. It was really a neat 
deal because you got free drink tickets, 
keno tickets, discount meal passes, and 
other goodies like that which were good 
at a few of the local establishments. 

On Saturday, the events included tug- 
of-war, creeper race, pool drags, and 
wedding. The final round of tug-of-war 
brought together Ever-Wet Van Club of 
Washington, and Canyon State Vans. 
Canyon State pulled to a victory. In the 














ABOVE and LEFT—A lot of good looking vans showed up at this 
Spring Fun Fest. Gary Jackson drove all the way from Florida with 
his super neat Dodge. Features include rectangular headlights, 
molded flares and spoiler, sidepipes, Cragar mags. Note taillights, 
rear compartment, and back windows. Interior is also plush. 


BELOW—Flames on black vans, or just flames on any van are still 
popular as evidenced by this Chevy. Other popular items are sun 
roofs, portholes, and rear spoilers for the roof. 


BELOW— Quite a number of interiors featured carpeting and panel- 
ing, more along the conservative and practical lines. This one had an 
added attraction, a poodle that hammed it up for photos. And it’s a 
real live one at that. 


BELOW—At the game area, if you wanted to relax for awhile you 
could jump on the swings. That's what Don and Carri Hastings and 
friend Lynn Eckes decided to do. The entire weekend was fun. 
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ABOVE—Throughout the happen- 
ing, you were able to register for 
the raffle. Check out some of the 
neat accessories that could be 
won. 


RIGHT—When it was time for the 
tug-of-war, a bunch of exhausted 
participants walked away winners 
or losers. Canyon State Vans were 
the winners of this event. 


BELOW—An unscheduled activity 
was the street race between Jack 
Lundell’s Chevy, and Don Hastings’ 
Iron Butterfly. The blown Butterfly 
won. 


The creeper race required skill because you had to fight the angled pavement and hope to 
reach the finish line before hitting any cones. Some went through it really easy. 
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creeper race, each participant had to lie 
on his back on the creeper and reach the 
finish line first, without knocking over 
any cones. Rocky Mountain Vans took 
this event. The pool drags took place at 
the hotel’s pool. It was a relay where a 
male contestant started at the deep end 
with a ball, swimming to the shallow 
end so a female vanner could swim with 
the ball, back to the deep end. Channel 
Islands Vans won first, with Vandits and 
Passin’? Through getting second and 
third respectively. 

Just as the pool drags were over, there 
was another event that most people 
didn’t know about, a street race. Yep, 
local Jack Lundell heard that Don 
Hastings of Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
was in town so Jack wanted to race him. 





eS X 





Jack has a shorty Chevy van with a built 
350 and automatic. For those of you who 
don’t know, Don is the owner of the Iron 
Butterfly, another Chevy van with a 
supercharged 350, auto, and quick 
change rear end. These two guys met, 
and decided to race on Saturday after- 
noon about six. Jack was all ready to go 
but Don had to make a few changes (bolt 
on the overdrive pulley, change gears, 
and run colder plugs). So a few of us 
followed along until we reached the 
street race. It was out of town and 
nobody was around. 

The quarter mile was marked off and 
Don and Jack fired up their machines, 
uncorked off course. Both did burnouts 
and then went for round one. The 
Butterfly got the hole shot and kept 
ahead all the way down till the finish. 
They went one more time and again, the 
Butterfly was the winner. It was one race 
to see. After capping up, we all went 
back to the Hacienda to see what was 
happening. 

While the race was going, we found 


out Bill and Colleen of Channel Islands 
Vans got married. It happened at the 
game grass area, with Bill's van in the 
background. The newlyweds were very 
thankful to Sin City prez Mel Stechler, 
for making the special arrangements for 
their marriage. 

The remainder of Saturday was a free 
for all as you were able to check out all 
the casinos and shows. The slot 
machines were going strong, and you 
could .see vanners all over the city, 
whether at the local McDonald’s, or 
having a good time at the craps table or 
even playing blackjack. For the most 
part, if you did any gambling, you paid 
in some bucks, didn’t get it back, but 
had a fun time. Let’s not forget the 
winners too. 

On Sunday, the trophy presentation 
and raffle took place at eleven in the 
Hacienda show room. The Sin City club 
was in style, with tuxes and gowns. Rudi 
Seriono received the first two placques; 
he represented the Hacienda Hotel and 
Campground. For van show trophies, it 
was a peoples’ choice thing. Gary 
Jackson of Florida won Best Dodge 
honors with his King Crimson, Let’s 
Boogie from South Bay won Best Chevy, 
and Midnight Mist of Specialty Vans 
won Best Ford. The Long Distance Club 
was Ever-Wet Vans of Washington, and 
Channel Islands Vans got Club Par- 
ticipation. 

All in all, this was a happening to 
remember. It was like two happenings in 
one — a van event, and a chance to see 
Las Vegas. All the proceeds of this 
charity event went to the Combined 
Health Agency Program. Sin City Vans 
did an excellent job with this Spring 
Fun Festival. Next year’s event should 
be bigger and better. 








And what do we have here? It’s not 
Halioween yet, but what the heck, anything 
can happen in Las Vegas, right? Actually, this 
guy is Wayne Jardine who trucked all the 
way down from Canada in his Ford. All right 
Wayne! 





/n the morning, you could cruise downtown and check out some of the breakfast deals at 
the restaurants, or make your own. This group from San Diego Vans cooked a good meal. 
Below is the newly painted Massage Parlor, with full murals. Owner is Ken Jones of 
Torrance, California. This van has been to many happenings. 





Another outasight mural paint job is this new long wheelbase Ford from Washington. Full 
murals are still going strong in the custom paint world. Below is the Magnum, another trick 
Ford from Strictly California Creations of Anaheim. 
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photography: Robert K. Smith 





Kim Walsh 
Bellflower, California 


This 1971 Dodge van took three 
months” work and approximately $2,- 
000 before owner Kim Walsh was 
finished with the Crystal Breeze. The 
basically stock body sports a spoiler, 
portholes, roof vent, TV antenna, and a 
freaky paint job. Jeff Scozzaro of Jeff's 
Place in Anaheim sprayed on the lime 
green base, then accented it with 
various colored designs. Kim did the in- 
terior himself. It features highback 
seats, built-in TV, stereo and bar, and 
handbuilt bed. Padded dash and engine 
cover accent driver's compartment. US 
mag wheels with Remington tread all 
around add finishing touches. Kim is a 
member of Associated Vans Newport 
Beach. 
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ABOVE—The Messenger 
123A, a compact, high 
performance 2-way CB 
radio. 


RIGHT—The Messenger 
130A, a 23-channel 2- 
way CB radio that makes 
functional use of attractive 
“radiotelephone” styling. 


Waseca, Minnesota, is where Edgar Johnson established the com- 
pany in 1923. This facility manufactures and markets two-way radio 
equipment, accessories and electronic components. 
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The E.F. Johnson Company 
i of Waseca, Minnesota 
— the largest domestic 


manufacturer of CB radio 
















he E. F. Johnson Company of Waseca, Minnesota, the 

largest domestic manufacturer of CB radios, was found- 

ed in 1923. Its first product was a contact clip for 
edgewise wound copper strip inductors. In 1936 the Company 
built its first factory and office building. In 1939 the 
Company designed and manufactured mobile receivers and 
base stations and installed them in police radio systems in 
various Minnesota communities. Prior to the end of World 
War II, the E. F. Johnson Company had expanded its work 
force to over 500 employees. And, in 1959, when the FCC re- 
allocated the 11 meter ham band to the Citizens Radio 
Service, the Company entered the citizens band market with 
its “Messenger” brand AM equipment. 

By the end of 1975, the Company had over 1,600 employees. 
Today, it has more than 2,800, all of whom take part in a con- 
centrated quality control effort. Part of that effort revolves 
around a custom made Hewlett Packard testing device that 
conducts a variety of tests on radios coming off the produc- 
tion line. The net result of this kind of effort is that the 
Company offers a one year warranty on parts and labor, and 
backs it up with over 1,000 service centers. 

In addition to its Waseca facility, the Company also has a 
citizens radio manufacturing satellite in Clear Lake, Iowa. 
This plant commenced operations in mid-1974. Another addi- 
tion to the present building is scheduled for later this year. In 


1975 the Company built its own crystal manufacturing plant 
in Garner, Iowa. Here, skilled technicians produce quartz 
crystals to be used in Johnson citizens band radios. 

The E. F. Johnson Company also has a manufacturing 
plant and a warehouse facility in Mason City, Iowa. 
Additionally, it has a manufacturing plant in Coral Gables, 
Florida (COMCO) that produces marine electronic equip- 
ment. 

The unusually desirable characteristics of Johnson 
products are well-known and appreciated by literally millions 
of regular users. The Company’s business has been built on a 
firm foundation — a broad spectrum of distribution including 
electronic dealers and automotive, trucking, farming and 
recreational vehicle markets. The most recent example of the 
Company’s sales to the automotive market was the 
announcement by the Ford Parts and Service Division that E. 
F. Johnson Company’s line of CB radios and selected 
accessories was to be distributed by participating Ford Motor 





ABOVE—Testing time is reduced to minutes, instead of hours, 
thanks to this unique unit which was built exclusively for the E.F. 
Johnson Company by Hewlett Packard. In addition to testing CB 
radios for carrier power, transmit current, etc., it also has the 
capability of comparing test results on any number of previously 
tested units. 


BELOW—Using an RF signal generator and power meters of various 
kinds, Janet Rudolph checks power modules of Johnson radios. 












































Company and Lincoln-Mercury dealers on a country - 
wide basis. 

The Johnson Company’s dedication to product quality is 
typified by Janet Rudolph. Her job is to make sure that com- 
ponents that go into her company’s CB radios won’t fail 
because they’re poorly made. So she is a very “fussy 
shopper.” “‘Consumers all over are demanding more and more 
of the products they buy,” she says, “and I want to make sure 
that no one is disappointed with a Johnson radio.” 

Most of what Janet does requires her to spend a lot of time 
using the latest test equipment to see if components will live 
up to the rigid specifications her company sets. And she is not 
shy about sending something back or suggesting an improve- 
ment in the products she tests. That’s because she knows 
what she’s talking about. 

Janet holds an Electrical Engineering degree from the 
University of Minnesota and a Master of Science in Electrical 
Engineering from the University of Texas. Prior to joining E. 
F. Johnson, she worked as a quality control engineer at 
Honeywell in Minneapolis. 

Does Janet feel her “fussy shopper” role is a negative one? 
“Absolutely not! Quality control is one of the most positive 
forces in manufacturing today. It might seem easier at the 
time to pass some questionable materials from a vendor and 
let them go into the production of finished goods, but that is 
where a manufacturer can get into big trouble.” 

Joseph Dayton, Johnson’s quality control manager, sums 
up his philosophy on the important subject this way, “A 
product like a CB radio can be a real lifesaver at times. The 
Company gets hundreds of letters from people all over the 
country that literally say that a Johnson radio saved their 
lives. I read many of them and think about what might have 
happened if they had a radio with a defective part that our 
department let pass. I just can’t let that happen.” 

Quality products like the Messenger 123A and 130A (see 
photos) are made by people who care — that’s what it’s all 
about at the E. F. Johnson Company these days. 





ABOVE—Skilled technicians produce quartz crystals for CB radios at 
the E. F. Johnson, Garner, lowa, plant. By 1975 year end, 175,000 
crystals per month were being manufactured. In 1976, this plant ex- 
pects to double its output. 
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When you own a shop that caters most- 
ly to F-100' s, you should also have an F- 
100 that looks good so your customers 
can see your work. That’s exactly what 
Bill Wright did. Except he bought a 
truck, customized it over a three-year 
period at home, and then started his 
shop Custom Modifications in Lemon 
Grove. At the beginning, Bill bought this 
‘66 Ford for $525. About $7,000 later, 
he had one super trick truck. The engine 
is a Mopar 340 cubic incher, equipped 
with Snyder cam, Holley 750, dual point 
Mallory distributor and coil, and custom 
headers by John Harbenson. The pol- 
ished Torqueflite tranny unloads ponies 
to a fully chromed Jag independent rear. 
The front suspension features a 3-1/2- 
inch dropped axle, power steering. Bill 
did all the installations himself. In fact, 
he and his wife Pat did the entire truck, 
except for upholstery and cartooning. 
After the body was cherried out, Bill and 
Pat sprayed on the midnight purple 
acrylic lacquer. One of the most talked 
about things of this truck is the bed. It 
has the custom laminated board, 
chrome strips, and all. but the most out- 
standing work is on the inside walls. Art- 
ist Bob Armstrong spent many hours 
handpainting cartoons of the Knight 
Arrant. As far as the interior goes, it’s 
also well done. Milo took care of this 
part of the project, and did the seats, 
headliner and door panels in steel gray 
mohair. Other interior goodies include 
Cal Custom wheel, chromed 
accessories, and AM/FM 8 track stereo. 
To reveal the engine at shows, Bill just 
pushed a button and the hood reverse 
tilts automatically. Detail throughout is 
evident on this truck. Bill rewired the en- 
tire truck and did a super job at that. 
Members of Unique Ford Trucks, Bill 
and Pat really enjoy cruising te 


` happenings with their champion, Knight 


Arrant. 

















Basics 
on front end 
alignment 
for your van. 


by Dain Gingerelli 





verybody is aware of the necessity 
to have the front end of his van 
properly aligned. Front end align- 
ment has become a part of automobile 
terminology almost as much as “‘fill ’er 
up.” We all know what fill ’er up means 
— put gas in the tank until it is full. But 
how many of you know exactly what 
“front end alignment” means? I thought 
so. 
With that little quiz, and your failure 
to answer, we will do some research into 
front end alignment for your van. 
Although each type of van has its own 
peculiar front suspension system, which 
must be aligned in a certain way, the 
basic theory and principles are involved 
with each one. That is what we shall dis- 
cuss, theory and principle. For photo 
purposes, we have used our trusty Dodge 
van, Old Blue (which is actually yellow), 
that we seem to always use for these lit- 
tle projects at Truckin’. We took Old 
Blue to Red’s Frame, Wheel & Brake 
Service, 1631 E. Wilshire Ave., Santa 
Ana, California, to have its front end 
worked on, and to get information on 
van alignments as well. Red’s works on 
all sizes of trucks, from small, four wheel 
pickups, to the large rigs used for haul- 
ing 18-wheelers. Red filled us in on the 
principles behind front end alignments, 
then took us, and Old Blue out back for 
Bob to work on it. Bob has been working 
on front ends of cars and trucks for over 
30 years, and knows just about all the 
tricks they can play on you. 
Before we get to work on Old Blue, 
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there are some terms that you should be 
aware of before you take your van in for 
some work. Three important words to 
become familiar with are camber, 
caster, and toe-in. 

Camber has to do with the angular 
measurement of a tire’s departure from 
the vertical, and is considered negative 
if the tire (at the top) leans inward to the 
body. Positive camber is when the angle 


of lean at the top of the tire leans out- 
ward from the body of the van. This 
angle changes when cornering, as the 
body leans, affecting the camber 
relationship between the body and the 
wheels and tires. If the van’s body leans 
only slightly, the amount of negative 
camber will help the outside wheel to 
keep constant contact with the road. 
This is the ideal situation for absolute 
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1. Before the front end is aligned, the front 
wheel bearings should be checked for ad- 
justment and lubrication. 


3. Here Bob, of Red's Frame Service checks the camber. Correct 
camber is required for proper tire wear up front. 


4. To adjust the camber, an eccentric washer is turned (for the 
Dodge). Chevies require a bushing; Ford, axles must be bent. 


cornering speeds, one which race cars try 
to achieve. Using this theory on the 
street will give better handling to the 
van, and also help to reduce tire wear. 

When traveling in a straight line, 
camber can also affect tire tread wear. 
This is especially true if you have wide 
tires on the front of your van. The most 
common area of wear on van front tires 
is the inside tread pattern. This is due to 





an extreme negative camber. Too much 
negative camber will not allow the entire 
tread surface of the tire to grip the road. 
The result is the inside of the tires wear 
early, and the outside never has a 
chance to do much work. In essence, 
those fat, custom tires are really just 
oversized, skinny ones. The only 
advantage you have using them is good 
looks. 





2. This special tool, much like a carpenter's level, measures the 
camber of each wheel. A slight degree of negative camber is best. 





Caster is the relation of the steering 
axis of the front wheels to a vertical pass- 
ing through the center of the wheel. 
Again, there are two kinds of caster; 
positive and negative (along with 
neutral, or no caster). Positive caster is 
when the steering axis of the front 
wheels is ahead of the inclination point. 
That is, if you were to draw a line from 
the top of the tire to the point of inclina- 
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tion to steer, it would be towards the 
rear of the van. Negative caster has this 
line towards the front of the van. 

Caster is designed into the suspension 
of a vehicle to reduce the amount of 
work necessary to turn the steering 
wheel. Theoretically, if caster were 
neutral, the front wheels would want to 
be turned in any direction, with no other 
implications. However, directional 
stability, or the tendency of the van to 
remain, or continue in a straight line, 
must be considered. You can feel this 
every time you turn a corner in your van. 
As you begin to accelerate from the turn, 
the steering wheel wants to return to 
straightline steering. Otherwise, 
everytime you make a turn, you would 
have to put as much work returning the 
wheel back to normal position. 

Toe-in is a slight pigeon-towing of the 
front wheels. The main purpose to set 


toe-in is to prevent the tires from toeing-. 


out when vehicle speed is worked up. 
Like camber, toe-in can adversely affect 
tire wear on your van. It can also play a 
minor role in the amount of gas mileage 
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INSPECTION! 





you get. The more toe-in, the more 
resistance the front end is giving to the 
road. This resistance is in the form of 
friction, which helps to wear the tire 
tread, and also requires the engine to 
work harder to maintain a certain speed; 
the result is poor tire wear, and poor fuel 
economy. 

These are the three things that a front 
end alignment shop will check for. First 
thing to do is chalk the tire tread, so the 
toe-in bar will be easy to use. This tool is 
used to measure toe-in, taking 
measurements at the front and back of 
the tire. 

Before toe-in can be accurately 
checked, the camber must be set. A 
tool very similar to a carpenter’s level 
is used to check the angle of the wheel 
and tire. To set camber on the Dodge van 
an eccentric washer on both ends of the 
A-arms are turned. A slight movement of 
this washer will tremendously affect the 
camber. Chevy vans use bushings to 
alter camber. Fords, with their twin I- 
beams must have the axles bent to 
change camber. The Fords are the most 


5. To check toe-in, a white line is chalked 
on the tread, then the toe-in tool is pressed 
to the tread scribe for measurement. 


6. The toe-in is measured by checking the 
distance from mid-point at the front of the 
tires, then the rear mid-point. 








7. To change the toe-in, the tie rods have 
threaded ends, which move the direction of 
each tire inward or outward. 


difficult to set, and even then, the 
camber cannot be guaranteed. 

Next, the caster is checked. After 
caster is set, the toe-in can be checked. 
To set toe-in, the tie rods have adjust- 
ment threads at each end. Toe-in can be 
set with just one end of the tie rods, but 
this will cock the steering wheel; no big 
deal, just an annoyance to the driver. 

When the front end alignment was 
set, Bob adjusted the steering box, to 
remove all the slack from it. This gives 
the driver better control when driving 
down the road, especially at high speeds. 
He also checked to make sure the steer- 
ing wheel was dead straight. Thirty 






years of experience helped him do it in 
seconds. 

Before we took Old Blue off the rack, 
Bob gave us some pointers, to pass on to 
you, for some front end care. The first 
thing he said was to drive carefully. This 
is especially true when parallel parking. 
Often times a poor job of parking will 
lead to the front tire coming in contact 
with the curb. Although it doesn't feel 
like much to you when sitting in the 
driver's seat, that jar can push the toe-in 
out of whack, as well as possibly altering 
camber. The point of impact is felt most 
at the end of the tie rod. This is the 
weakest place in the front end, and the 
most damaged piece of hardware 
because of that. 

To help the rubber bushings live 
longer, Bob says to keep oil away from 
them, as it will cause them to wear very 
fast. Tire pressure, too, plays a part. 
Keep both tires inflated to proper 
pressure, and tire life will be prolonged 
as well as helping to keep the front end 
in alignment. One last precaution is to 
have the front bearings well lubed. 

Front end alignment is no big deal 
when you take your van down to the 
local shop, wait around for half-hour for 
them to finish, then drive off. But to 
know what and how they do it might 
save you some bucks if they try to con 
you into paying for something that you 
don’t need. It might also help you in ex- 
plaining to them just what is wrong, or 
how it is performing a certain way to 
help them determine what is wrong. We 
would like to thank Red’s Frame Service 
for their help in this story, and once 
again to Old Blue for posing for the 
photographs. 


8. After the front wheels are all in alignment, the steering box 
must be adjusted. The steering wheel is also positioned. 


9. Every time you rub the curb with your front tires during a 
parallel park, you chance damaging this end of the tie rod. 


10. Worn rubber bushings, such as these 

can be deterred for a while as long as you 

prevent oil from coming in contact with 

them. š i 
11. These bushings are no good anymore. 

Close inspection shows they are twisted 

and worn. This can affect the alignment of 

your van. 


12. Red's Frame Service, in Santa Ana, 
California, works on all size trucks. Here a 
big rig is in for a front end inspection. 
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I n a few of the major automotive 
magazines, there have been drawings 
of custom vans, with the most 


emphasized being the trans am style. 
Has anyone seen one actually built yet? 


L & ۱ K 1 ë ۱ | Well, sooner or later, it had to happen. 


e We at TRUCKIN’ Magazine had 
plans of building such a van, but things 
didn't pan out. It was going to be a new 


Ford with a chopped top, huge flares, 


low profile, and other characteristics of a 
wor trans am machine. 
by Robert K. Smith Bob 


Larivee, president of 
Promotions, Inc., has given the go ahead 
on such a vehicle. (Promotions, Inc., of 
St. Clair Shores, Michigan, produces 
practically all the custom car shows 
across the country.) Working under Bob 
is Jack Garrison, in charge of the van 
project. The van is being built by Jack’s 
Van-Expo division of Promotion, Inc., to 
be featured in van shows across the 
U.S.A. & Canada. 

Jack purchased a brand new ’77 Ford 
short van and immediately started 
things rolling. He met with Harry 
Bradley to come up with a trans am 
design drawing. As you can see from the 
drawings included in this article, it will 
be one super trick van when completed. 

Instead of waiting till this trans am 
van is done, we decided to take a few 
construction shots and let you in on 
what’s happening to it. After Harry was 
done with the drawings, Jack took them 
and the van to Dick Dean’s shop in 
Buena Park. This is where most of the 
work would take place. Six inches would 
be taken out of the middle (sectioned), 
and the sliding door would be converted 
into a hydraulically operated gull wing. 








Dick Dean spent some time figuring out where to make the cuts in 
the middle of the van so that a six-inch section could be taken out. 
After lowering the van and sectioning body, Dick stood by for 

photos to give you a good idea of roof height. 
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Fiberglass body panels from a Monza 
will accent the sides and add to the trans 
am theme. The spoilers on the roof and 
under the front bumper are in the draw- 
ing, but we don’t think they’ll be part of 
the completed van. 

Before all this metal fabrication 
happens, Dick lowered the van all 
around for a low profile. To keep this 
profile, Center line wheels with 
Goodyear racing tires were installed. 

Take a look at the photos and see the 
beginning stages of the van. As soon as 
Dick is finished with his part of the pro- 
ject, the van will go to Jeff Scozzaro of 
Jeff's Place in Anaheim for the trick 
paint. Then Comfort-Craft of Anaheim 
will do the racy interior. Stay tuned 
because as soon as it’s done, we'll 
feature it in TRUCKIN’. 





With the typical top chop, the windows get smaller, not with a section 
job. Note how small taillight openings became. This van will definitely 
blow everybody away when completed. Below is a shot of fiberglass 
rear fender that'll be glassed to body. 





ABOVE—With the body basically together, Dick tried the gull wing 
treatment to the sliding door. It was neat and all but when raised, 
you couldn't really see well into the van. 





BELOW—So the gull wing door was canned. Then Dick made it so 
the door would still be split in the middle, yet open from the top 
and bottom. Hydraulic cylinders allow smooth opening and closing. 


1 
{ 
i 
1 





As you can see from the drawings by Bradley, this van is dynomite. 
The low profile, and section job really make this a Trans Am Van. 
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ER CA WAY ed PA So VIA MAMA Y ya. 


by Dennis and Diane McNamara 


fter putting 20,000 miles on their 

chopped van, including a trip 

cross-country, Yosemite Sam and 
Yosemite Jim of Yosemite Sam's Paint 
Shack in Detroit, Michigan, decided it 
was about time for a face-lift. Being 
used as their shop van had left its mark 
— or should was say many marks — on 
their “Trick Truck.” So, with only a 
month remaining before an important 
show, the seemingly impossible job was 
begun. The entire van was stripped and 
gutted. They had previously chopped 
the top 14 inches and angled the rear 
section 45°. Incidentally, the chopping 
was done the right way, without bending 
the back pillars. One of the cargo doors 
had been welded shut and the entire 
body was completely cherried. The 
wheel wells were flared and even inside 
the wheel wells was cherried. Exterior 
door handles were removed and electric 
door openers were installed activated by 
push-buttons mounted next to the side 





running lights. Sam and Jim had 
frenched the antenna, the headlights, 
the taillights, both front and rear license 
plate mounts, the running lights, and 
the gas filler. 


Up front, the hood was nosed and 
scoops were cut into it. Hand-made 
aluminum inserts were made for the 
scoops. Grill housings were fabricated 
and an anodized, finned aluminum grill 
was added. Specially-designed roll pans 
which surround the drive-shaft in both 
the front and the rear were installed 
along with the unique square tube 
bumpers. 


The rear door was completely made 
by hand and is hinged at the top, gull- 
wing style. By the way, opening that 
rear door is not something you’d want to 
do very often since it weighs about 150 
pounds. Naturally, the rear window had 
to be made by hand, too. 


An electric Thunderbird sunroof was 
put in and then the roof was completely 
reworked so that it would match in 
perfectly with the sunroof. Al Bergler 
designed and built the roof wing to be 
functional, not just a fancy doo-dad. Al 
also made the belly pan out of 
` aluminum and included 150 louvers for 
good ventilation. The entire underneath 
of the van was covered with aluminum 
panels like those found on racing cars. 

The engine, an economical stick-shift 
six, was rebuilt but left stock except for 
the ignition system which was changed 
over to the new transistor electronic ig- 
nition. All the engine work was done by 
Paul Klein, who also took care of the 


electrical equipment along with Electric 
Greg. About $300 worth of chrome went 
into the engine and underneath of the 
van with the rest of the engine detail be- 
ing taken:care of by paint. With the van 
now weighing about 6000 pounds, motor 
home shocks replaced the originals. A 
set of Goodrich tires on Perma-cast 
mags accent the exterior. 

Except for the painting, that is. 
Yosemite Sam and Yosemite Jim laid on 
the multi-colored pearls and candies 
making use of several tapings in order to 
get those fantastic effects that have 
become their trademark. They estimate 
that it took about $1000 in materials to 
redo and repaint the “Trick Truck,” 
with between $400 and $500 just for 
tape! There’s no pinstriping anywhere 
on the truck (except in the wheel wells). 
All that striping you see was done by 
taping. And when we say they painted 
everything to match the body, we really 
mean everything: roof, roof wing, all the 
aluminum panels underneath, the belly 
pan, inside the wheel wells, the door 
jams, under the hood, the firewall, and 
the frame. Yosemite Jim applied the 
murals whose characters depict the peo- 
ple who work at the Paint Shack. Then 
it took the people from Meguiar’s wax 
three days to rub out the paint by hand. 

Now that we’ve finished the outside, 
let’s check out the goodies on the inside. 
Mo-Pads Inc., of Detroit, spent several 
days putting in the grey and maroon 
velvet and carpeting, while Steve 
Unzicker took care of the reclining 
swivel seats. The dashboard and wooden 
instrument panel were both handmade 


۳ 





and include a digital L.E.D. clock, and 
an AM-FM quad with tape deck. Also, 
for those all-important ‘‘smokey 
reports,” there’s a CB radio. Even the 
sun visors were custom made and 
etched, and the steering wheel is a 
wooden hexagon. 


Other credits go to Carl Toth for the 
aluminum grill and knock-offs, 
McNichols Plating for the anodizing, 
and Villa Glass for you-know-what. 


Working almost continuously night 
and day for four weeks, the “Trick 
Truck” was finished just a scant 15 
minutes before the entry deadline for 
the 1976 America’s Detroit Show where 
it took Best Van in Show. 


Unbelievably, Yosemite Sam 
purchased this 1971 Dodge new at an 
original cost of $2800, has put approx- 
imately 130,000 miles on it, and has now 
transformed it into a truly “Trick 
Truck” that is valued at $30,000! 


Riding with Jim and Sam on several 
different occasions showed us that this 
van rides smooth, solid, and quiet, 
although it does feel a little like you’re 
going downhill all the time. One thing is 
for sure, when it passes by, people stop 
dead in their tracks. We’ve even seen 
other drivers come to a screeching halt 
in the middle of the road to watch the 
van. And no matter where it stops, a 
crowd instantly gathers. 

Sam and Jim expect to put around 
30,000 miles on it this year so keep your 
eyeballs open — you may see the “Trick 
Truck” cruising through your town, or at 
a van happening. 
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Orange County Plating owner, Larry 

Honikel, carefully inspects each part that 
comes in to his shop... and each part that 
goes out. That's the way quality is insured. 


by Frank Oddo 


othing in the world of vehicular 

customizing is quite so cherished 

as decorative chromium plating. 
And by the same token, few services are 
quite so misunderstood in terms of 
process and performance. Chrome 
plating is but one branch of elec- 
troplating, an operation defined as the 
deposition of an adherent metallic 
coating upon the surface of a basis metal 
through the application of direct electric 
current. The original process was 
developed by a pair of Englishmen, 
George and Henry Elkington, in 1840. 
Silver plating was their thing, but even 
today, all plating is accomplished in the 
same manner. The only major variations 
are the chemicals used in the plating 
baths. 

Since plating is an “electrolytic” 
process, it might be easier to understand 
if we think of the plating tank as a kind 
of electrolytic cell. As such it contains 
an aqueous (watery) solution called the 
electrolyte. The electrolyte is full of elec- 
trically charged atoms (ions) of the 
plating metal. The part to be plated acts 
as the negative pole (cathode) and a 
piece of the plating metal suspended in 
the electrolyte acts as the positive pole 
(anode). 

When the negative terminal of a 
direct current source is connected to the 
object and the positive terminal is con- 
nected to the plating metal, ions from 
the electrolyte are drawn to the cathode 
and deposited on the surface of the part. 
In some cases, the anode dissolves in the 
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What goes on in those smelly, steamy tanks.... 


electrolyte and provides additional ions. 
In other cases, where a non-dissolving 
anode is used, fresh electrolytic solution 
is poured into the plating bath. 

With this basic explanation of elec- 
troplating under your hat, let’s take a 
stroll through one of the most reputable 
chrome shops in these parts. Orange 
County Plating, 940 N. Parker, Orange, 
has been meeting the needs of Southern 
California hot rodders, bikers and 
truckers since the establishment was 
founded by Maurice DeZutter in 1958. 
OCP is now operated by son-in-law 
Larry Honikel who gave Truckin’ the 
cook’s tour and provided much of the 
technical information. 

In Larry’s own words, chrome shops 
aren’t particularly glamorous — the 
basic pieces of equipment, the tanks, all 
look pretty much alike. Large, rec- 
tangular affairs, each has a distinct pur- 
pose. Some are used for cleaning, some 
for de-plating, others for pickling, 
rinsing and of course, the plating itself. 

Before a part can be plated, however, 
all grease, paint, dirt and oxidation 
must be completely removed. There are 
several methods — vapor degreasing, 
hot soaks in an alkaline or caustic solu- 
tion, and vigorous hand scrubbing with 
a wire brush and hot soapy water. The 
point is, proper plating requires a super 
clean part. 

If the part has been previously plated, 
then it must be “‘de-plated.” De-plating 
is simply reverse plating — the sides of 
the tank are plated with the decorative 
metal that’s on the part. (The old 
plating is drawn off via applied current.) 
In this operation, the part is acting as 
the anode. The original plating can be 
removed right down to the basic metal 


RIGHT—TIf a part was previously plated, the 
old chrome and nickel must be stripped off. 
The process is called “de-plating,” simply a 
reversal of the normal procedure. 








ABOVE—The basic cleaning begins with 
the removal of all contamination in a hot 
alkaline solution. The next step is a soak in 
the caustic paint strip tank. 





ABOVE—The key to really good work lies 
in the skills of the polisher. Here, a pitted 
bumper is cleaned up with 150 grit. 


though the copper is usually left on. De- 
plating doesn’t affect steel as long as in- 
hibitors are put in the electrolytic solu- 
tion. 

To remove oxidation from the surface 
of a part to be plated, it is dipped in 
hydrochloric acid for a short time. This 
is called “pickling,” and just how long is 
a function of the degree of oxidation. 
But like everything in a plating shop, 
time is measured in seconds and 
minutes. 

According to Larry, 70% of the ruined 
parts get ruined in these early stages. 
It’s a function of human error, because if 
the plating shop is careless about their 
inhibitors and allows the balance 
between acid and water to get out of 
kilter, or if the part is left in too long... 
or if the basis metal is misidentified and 
put in the wrong tank . . . it can get 
“eaten up.” All of this is particularly 
critical when the basis metal is die cast. 

When the part is clean, it is sent to the 
polishing wheels. This is the second 
most dangerous place for delicate 
automotive items. For both buffing and 
polishing are abrasive operations and 
that means metal is removed. Strictly 
speaking, buffing is a more severe cut- 
ting action, while polishing is merely 
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ABOVE—Copper is used as the preplate 
because it is easy to apply and tends to 
smooth over defects in the substrate. 


shining. But both remove some of the 
surface. 

On a very rough surface, a coarse grit 
belt is used to cut sharper and deeper. 
Then, (or instead) 150 and 180 grit 
emery is used to remove or smooth out 
imperfections. Metal buffing and 
polishing is a gentle skill that requires 
considerable experience. Beyond this, 
however, top notch shops schedule the 
buffing and polishing of delicate parts in 
the morning when the operator is fresh. 
After several hours on the machine, even 





BELOW— Oxide films, or in this case, 
welding slag, is removed in a mild hydro- 
chloride bath known as “pickling.” 


ABOVE—I/f threaded parts are to be plated, 
the threads must be taped up to prevent ex- 
cess clogging. A special tape is used. 





When mechanical finishing is needed, a fine 
compound is used to bring out the luster in 
the copper plate. 
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the healthiest buffer will grow weary and 
more prone to slip up. 

After the part has been buffed and 
polished, it is finally ready for plating. 
Copper is used as the preliminary plate 
as it is relatively easy to apply and has 
enough leveling capacity to smooth out 
minor scratches. However, it will not 
“rebuild? an excessively pitted or 
scarred part. Actually, plating of any 
kind does very little to remove or mask 
damage. Just laying on a lot of copper 
“to fill up the pits” won't work. If your 
part is pitted, plating will emphasize it. 
The plating metal doesn’t go down into 
small holes, it just builds up around 
them. The only way to get a pitted part 
looking good is to buff the holes out. Un- 
fortunately, this results in a loss of detail 
or flat surface. Very critical customers, 
like antique car fanciers, frequently set- 
tle for pitting in order to retain the 
crispness of a rare part. 

The copper plating baths contain 
cuprous cyanide, sodium cyanide, and 
sodium thiosulfate held at an operating 
temperature of 40° Centigrade. The 
tank itself is equipped with bus bars to 
conduct the current to the anodes 
(which are arranged around the sides) 
and the part is suspended in the center. 
The thickness of the plating depends on 
how long the part is kept in the tank. 

After the copper plated part is re- 
moved, it is rinsed and sent back to the 
polishing room. Here it is buffed to a 
brilliant sheen. The quality of this 
operation is what determines the final 
depth and luster of the chrome plating. 
There is no more polishing after this. 

Decorative plating is frequently 
referred to as “triple plating.” What this 
means is that there is a 
copper/nickel/chrome sequence. So the 
second step is a dip in the nickel tank. 

The nickel tank contains nickel sul- 
fate, nickel chloride and boric acid with 
additional agents used to refine the 
quality of the nickel so that when the 
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PIATING 








The last operation before plating is a 
thorough water rinse. | guess that poor 
bumper is ready for a bit of brightwork. 





ABOVE—Arfter copper plating, and indeed 
throughout the plating process, continued 
cleaning is essential, This is degreasing. 


LEFT—And still more cleaning. This 
spotless bumper is now being immersed in 
the soak tank, but that’s the secret. 





ABOVE—Would you believe still more 
cleaning. This is called an electric cleaner, 
but dip only takes a few seconds. 


LEFT—Guess what this dip is? That's right, 
a quick immersion in a very mild acid bath 
to remove all traces of oxide. 


part is removed, it is gleaming brightly. 
Twenty to thirty minutes’ immersion 
results in a layer of nickel of just a few 
thousandths of an inch thickness, but 
that’s all the part needs. 

More rinsing and the item is ready for 
chroming — the final operation. Inert 
lead anodes are used in a solution of 
chromic acid and sulfuric acid and the 
chrome for the plating is drawn from the 
acid. Since all the chrome does is pre- 
vent the nickel from tarnishing, only 30 
to 50 millionths of an inch is required. 

When the part is removed from the 
chrome tank it is rinsed and packaged 
for delivery . . . and that’s it. But let’s 
give some thought to the problems 
you’re likely to face when you haul your 
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box of goodies into a plating shop. 

As you can see from the foregoing, 
electroplating is literally an acid test, so 
it behooves the prudent truck builder to 
find a shop that exercises the utmost 
care in handling parts. Particularly 
those who die cast items that aren’t too 
easy to replace. By and large, if you 
want first class service, you’ll usually do 
best when you deal with the man who 
has the greatest ego investment in the 
product turned out. The shop owner 
that is wearing the gloves and the apron 
has some of himself wrapped up in the 
part he returns to you. You can feel fair- 
ly confident that he cares about its 
quality. 

Secondly, you want to know just how 
experienced his buffers are. No matter 
how emphatically you point out the rari- 
ty of your hood ornament, if the buffer 
doesn’t get the message, you’ve wasted 
your time and maybe your part. But its 
a two-way street. Since delicate items 
take more time and patience, be 
prepared to pay a little more. Fair is fair. 

And don’t expect too much. If you’re 
working on an old truck, remember that 
badly rusted parts will never look brand 
new. Particularly in the case of older die 
cast ornaments where moisture has been 
absorbed through the years. The best 
thing to do with such pieces is have 
them de-plated for inspection. At that 
point you and the plater can make a 
better judgement as to what you can ex- 
pect after plating. 

In any discussion of electroplating, it 
would be amiss to overlook the hazard of 
hydrogen embrittlement. When certain 
steels are subjected to acid immersion, 
part of the hydrogen evolved during the 
plating (or pickling) is absorbed. 
Metallurgists believe this causes 
brittleness. The basic remedy is a bak- 
ing of the work immediately following 
plating, a process impractical for most 
decorative shops. The best advice in this 
matter is to avoid the plating of critical 





ABOVE—The chrome is delivered to the 
part from chromic acid, and as you can see, 
no further polishing is required. 


BELOW —The last operation before 
delivery to the customer is the water rinse 
and inspection. This bumper is right on! 





LEFT—I'll bet you thought we would never get to another plating.. 


- but here goes a long (20 minutes) stay in the nickel tank for 
lasting beauty, 





ABOVE—The final plating, is of course, 
chromium. Here, the operator is adjusting 
the rectifier on the chrome tank console. 


steering and suspension components. 
For a more complete report on hydrogen 
embrittlement, see the May, 1975 issue 
of Street Rodder Magazine. 

Finally, a word about the care of 
chrome. Never use anything that is even 
mildly abrasive to clean or polish it — 
the plating is just too thin. The safest 
bet is to use one of the ammoniated li- 
quid window cleaners to get the dirt off, 
and a high grade, non-abrasive silicon or 
carnuba wax to protect the luster. But if 
you get a good chrome job out front, and 
if you take care of it, its beauty should 
last for years. 
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Bob Reed, owner of the Country Butcher 
Shop in Downey, likes custom street 
machines. In fact, he likes them so well, he 
uses a couple of them for his business, as 
well as taking the family for a Sunday drive 
once in awhile. The two vehicles we have 
featured this month are Bob's immaculate 
“73 Chevy stepside, and his 1909 C cab. On 
these two pages are shots of the go-fast 
stepside, and we do mean go fast. It’s 
powered by a super built 468-inch Chevy rat 
motor with all the trick race stuff. The engine 
was blueprinted and balanced by Ray Zeller 
of Downey. Features include Sig Erson cam 
and kit, Venolia pistons, Ray Engineering 
heads, Valasco steel crank, dual Holley 
1150's, Cragar manifold and blower drive, 
Mallory magneto, and Doug Thorley headers. 
Specially built water pump, radiator, and 
electric fans help cool this monster motor. 
For decoration as well as performance, 
Stainless steel braided lines were used 
throughout, and practically everything is 
chromed. The engine compartment was also 
fitted with a Flame-Out fire extinguisher 
system. The truck was lowered at Dan 
Woods Contemporary Carriage Works in 
Paramount, and the heavy duty suspension 
‘mods were done at Clutch and Gear 
¿Specialists in Bellflower. Can Am of Fullerton 
flared the fenders and Art Chrome did the 
‘hood scoop. The yellow paint jobis by Lyle 
Holden, with all the cartoon work and gold 
leaf by Kelly of Crazy Painters. Frank Fowler 
“The Wood Guy” took care Of the wood bed. 
The tonneau cover was stitched up at Collins 
Upholstery. Polished US mags all around 
look great. M&H slicks on the rear mean 
business. This Country Butcher screams 
when Bob puts the hammer down. 
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y For business or pleasure, Bob Reed really enjoys his trick... 
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The other delivery truck for Bob's meat 
business ís this handbuilt 1909 C cab. The 
truck has been like this for the past three 
years now, with more chrome plating add- 
ed. Also, Kelly of Crazy Painters applied 
some handpainted murals. In the beginning 
stages of construction, Bob decided to let 
Dan Woods of Contemporary Carriage 
Works have a free hand in the total con- 
Struction. Dan’‘s first task was to make 
spindles from stainless steel bar stock. The 
unequal length A-arms are 4130 chrome- 
moly tubing with adjustable eccentrics on 
the top and bottom. This allows for adjust- 
ment in spindle inclination. Four-inch core 
Jim Babb radiator cools a basically stock 
302 Ford engine, except for Cobfaa oil pan 
and valve covers, shortened water pump. 
G&M Porcelain of Santa Fe Springs 
porcelainized the exhaust manifolds. The 
transmission is a Ford C-4 that’s been com- 
pletely polished. The chromed XKE Jag rear 
houses 3.30 gears with standard positrac- 
tion. Late Jag calipers at all four wheels 
receive their pressure from a Micro Power 
master cylinder. This features a triple bore 
that increases the output in pressure about 
2-1/2 times that of the stock master 
cylinder. T Hood Works made the entire 
reproduction sheet metal. Bob Trout spent 
many hours making the red oak interior 
firewall. Roger Jongarius built the oak 
replica body and Fowler modified the seat 
and top. Bill Desatoff did the beautiful pearl 
yellow paint. Ç 





an to do any towing with your 

van? If so, you need to install a 

tow hitch or have one installed. 
There are a number of different tow 
hitches on the market; it just depends 
on what you'll be towing as far as how 
heavy duty you need to go. 

We called Al Eschrich of Fredson’s 
Van/Off Road Center in Santa Ana to 
see about getting a hitch on our new 
Ford van. TRM’s owner, Tom 
McMullen, was building a ’32 Ford 
roadster so he needed to occasionally 
tow the thing to different shops. Al said 
his shop doesn’t handle tow hitch in- 
stallations, but right next door, they’ve 
been installing hitches for a long time. 
The Van/Off Road Center is a branch of 





























by 
Robert K. Smith 
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Fredson. 

So we went to see the foreman of Fred- 
son Trailer Supplies, Myron Cagnoweth. 
He said there would be no problem in- 
stalling a hitch as many of the new 
Fords were coming to the shop to be out- 
fitted with hitches. 

As soon as the van was hoisted on the 
rack, Myron took a few measurements 
(width between frame rails) and cut two 
angle steel pieces. One piece would be 
used under the rear bumper, and the 
other would go behind the differential. 
These two pieces of angle steel would 
serve as anchors for the hitch, and also 
strengthen the frame. When both pieces 
were in the proper location, they were 
welded to the frame. 


The next step is to locate the Reese 
receiver and tube set (this is the piece 
that actually holds the hitch assembly). 
Myron found the middle of the van and 
then cut the receiver tube to fit just past 
the rear of the bumper. Then it was 
welded to the front crossbrace, followed 
by a weld to the rear brace. For extra 
strength, Myron cut two round stock 
pieces and fitted them at an angle going 
from the end of the front brace to the 
receiver. Other support gussets were also 
added to the receiver and rear brace. 
With everything in order, the job was 
finish welded. 

All that’s left to do is the wiring and 
hook-up of the recepticle. On this Ford 
van, the wires are color coded. Brown for 
taillight, yellow for left turn, and green 
for right turn signal. At Fredson, they 
also have their own color coded system. 
Green for tail, red for left, brown for 
right, and white for ground. So Myron 
cut the new wires to length, wired them 
into the recepticle, and then connected 
the new wires to the van wires. 

For this particular hitch, Myron used 
a Valley Tow-Rite unit with a two-inch 
ball. With the wiring complete, Myron 
installed the hitch and ball assembly. 
The neat thing about this setup is that 
the hitch can be removed and replaced 
with a chrome dress-up plate. And from 
the way Myron built this setup, the van 
will give before the hitch does. If you 
want to know more about trailer hitches 
for your van, the people at Fredson 
definitely know all the angles. Drop 
them a line at 815 N. Harbor Blvd., San- 
ta Ana, California or call them at (714) 
839-5555. 






After taking some measurements under the van, Myron 
went to the saw room to cut a couple pieces of angle 
steel. These would serve as anchors for the hitch. 





BELOW—Since this van has a side mounted tank, the trailer 
hitch installation was quite easy. For more strength, Myron 
welded in gussets to the receiver and added rods also. BELOW 
RIGHT—At the same time our hitch was getting installed, 
another Ford (with rear mounted tank) was getting the same 
treatment. More work is involved with this type installation. 











LEFT—The angle steel piece near the differential had-to be notched 
slightly so stock tailpipe wouldn't rattle against it BELOW—Once the 
two angle pieces were located and tack welded in place, the receiver 
tube set was centered and also tack welded. 


BELOW—After making 
sure the receiver assembly 
and supporting gussets 
were finish welded, Myron 
started in on the wiring. 





LEFT—To make things look sanitary, Myron got out the black spray 
paint and sprayed the hitch assembly. Then it was time to finish the job 
by installing the Valley Tow-Rite ball assembly. BELOW—The neat 
thing about this setup is that the tow ball assembly can be removed 
and replaced with a chromed steel plate. 
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an't Find 
A100 


Southern California Custom 

Pickups and Panels 
= = Lfe has about everything 
by Robert K. Smith you've been hunting for. 





here are lots of '53-'56 F-100 

pickups around, but many of them 

are not completely restored or 
customized. The reason, the owners are 
still working on their trucks by adding 
new innovations, or still looking for 
parts. 

If you are a restoring buff, you want 
your F-100 to be equipped with all the 
components that came on the truck from 
the factory. That’s every nut and bolt 
and whatever else it takes to restore the 
pickup. 

The guys with the custom trucks also 
need some stock parts once in awhile. 
Not unless, his truck is going to be a 
super radical truck that you can’t tell it 
was an F-100. The custom truck owner 
could have his truck painted, outfitted 
with a trick interior, sport custom 
wheels and tires, and still need stock 
components to finish the project. 
Bumpers, grilles, parking light bezels, 
taillight buckets, bed strips, rubber win- 
dow moldings, step plates, dash com- 
ponents are just a few parts that most F- 


100 owners are looking for. At Southern California Custom Pickups and Panels, you'll be greeted by these two guys. Jack 
If you're one of these owners who’s Ries (left) and Bob Ries really know what's happening when it comes to F-100’s. 


<i 








ABOVE—!/f you need an F-100, Jack usually has quite a 
few to check out on his /ot. 


LEFT—Whether you need emblems, scripts, hood or- 
naments, or electrical components, So Cal Pickups has 
‘em. 
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still working on his truck and looking for 
hard-to-find items, look no more as 
there is one business we know of that 
handles everything imaginable for the 
?53 to '56 F-100’s. It’s called Southern 
California Custom Pickups and Panels, 
located at 6412 Manchester Blvd., 
Buena Park, California 90621. (714) 994- 
1400. Jack Ries owns the place, and has 
Bob Ries (no relation) working for him. 

You have to see this place to believe 
it. Outside the office and parts store, 
there are F-100’s for sale. If you’re look- 
ing for a whole truck, this is one sure 
place to get one, whether it’s a stone 
stocker, or customized. And if panel 
trucks are your cup of tea, Jack usually 
has a couple of them on the lot, too. If he 
doesn’t have a ’53 let’s say, you can bet 
he knows where to find some. 

In the parts store, there are many 
brand new components, reproduced 
items, and reconditioned used parts for 
sale. In the back rooms are parts still in 
the original Ford boxes. From the little 
odds and ends, to the body parts, Jack 
has a bunch of parts ready to be bolted 
on your truck. 

The hottest selling items, Jack says, 
are the vent window rubber moldings, 
and fuel gauge kits for 55 and ۳56. (In 
the lead photo is Jack holding the vent 
window, and Bob showing the fuel gauge 
kit.) Guess the fuel gauge kit is really 
neat because many of the gauges in 
these trucks don’t work properly. The 
kit includes a new sending unit, and the 
necessary components for installation. 
The kit for the ’55 is a 12 volt setup. 

Whatever you need for your F-100, try 
writing or calling Jack or Bob at 
Southern California Custom Pickups 
and Panels. They’ll be more than happy 
to help you. Ask them about their disc 
bike conversion kits. 








ABOVE LEFT—Some parts, you can't get 
brand new so the guys at So Cal Pickups 
recondition used parts. 


ABOVE—Glove boxes are getting rare. Bob 
is holding reproduced ones for ‘55 (left) and 
‘66. Other goodies like ramhorn exhaust, 
wiper motor, are hard to find. 


۳ 


ABOVE—On this shelf are exterior and in- 
terior trim, parking light frames, radio speaker 
grilles, stakebed running boards, etc. 


RIGHT—/n the back.room are more shelves 
stocked with brand new parts still in the 
Original boxes. Here, Jack grabs a gas pedal 
and side window felt. 








Besides the F-100 pickups, the panels are rapidly becoming popular with the truckers. If 
these types of haulers are your thing, So Cal Pickups can usually find one. 
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Paul Stratton lays the super trick interiors in the Eliminator hulls 
and also runs the nation’s top SS boat “SEW WHAT.” Paul's 
Eliminator Spider is towed to and from races with this classy 75 
Chevy crew cab with paint to match the big Ken. 
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Eliminator Boats’ 
Classy Tow Rigs 


ELIMINATOR 


When it comes to quality machines boat people have always been 
one up. A good example is this turbo charged Kenworth which 
belongs to Doug West and Bob Leach, owners of Eliminator boats 
in Anaheim, Cal. Super trick paint, custom interior and loads of 
chrome adorn the Eliminator delivery truck! 











Eliminator Boats 
Anaheim, California 


photography: Bob Clark and Steve Stillwell ` 
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‚Carburetor 
The Right 
(> Way 


by Kalton C. Lahue 


LEFT—A popular emission-designed 
spread bore, the bolt-on Holley 4360 
delivers better mileage and performance 
than the Quadra-Jet it replaces and is an 
ideal carburetor for demonstrating the finer 
points of a do-it-yourself overhaul. The cap 
bolts hold the throttle plates off the work 
surface while the hairpin clips are removed 
from the linkage. 


4 ۵ ot an engine that responds to the 
gas pedal with all the grace of a 
dying swan? Or gas mileage so 

rotten you no longer bother to figure it as 

you drive away from the pump? If so, 111 

bet that you’ve threatened to get even 

with your carburetor, while cursing 
every barrel in it! Well, before ripping it 
off to “fix” the cussed thing (the first 
impulse of every non-expert in the 


LEFT—Remove all vacuum diaphragms and 
dashpots or carburetor cleaner will eat 
holes through them. Never dunk any rubber 
or plastic parts in cleaning solvent. 


BELOW—Test vacuum diaphragm opera- 


tion with a hand vacuum pump, such as this 
inexpensive Mity-vac unit. If the diaphragm 
unit will not hold approximately 80% of the 
applied vacuum for 15 seconds, it should 
be replaced. Some choke break diaphragms 
use a bleed valve which must be taped 
before testing. 
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world), think twice. Sure, carburetors do 
go bad, they do cause problems, and 
they do require service — now and then. 
But, suppose I told you that more than 
half of the so-called carburetor problems 
with late model engines can be cured 
without ever touching the carb? 

Remember that over the past 10 years, 
manufacturers have modified engines as 
well as carburetors to cope with the in- 
creasingly stringent emissions stan- 
dards. Such engine modifications — 
valve overlap, valve location, changes in 
combustion chamber and manifold 
design, reduced compression ratios — 
are all closely interrelated with car- 
buretor performance, and have made ig- 
nition system service a required aspect 
of dealing with carburetor “problems.” 
For example, retard the timing 5° on 
late model engines and you'll end up 
with sluggish engine response, lousy gas 
mileage and cold engine stalling — all 
problems the amateur associates with a 
sick carburetor. 


Underhood temperatures are another 
problem — they've increased tremen- 
dously in the last few years, leading to 
early plug wire breakdown. But which is 
more suspect to the average driver — a 
carburetor with 40,000 miles on it, or a 
set of wires with less than 5,000? The 
trouble is, that excessive underhood 
temperature cycle does affect carburetor 
performance — the greater the range of 
the heating/cooling cycle, the faster gum 
and varnish will form inside the car- 
buretor. That same cycle relaxes the 
torque of carburetor assembly screws 
and mounting bolts, causes gasket com- 
pression which results in the gasket tak- 
ing a “set,” and eventually leads to 
vacuum leaks affecting both carburetor 
and ignition system performance. 

So what's my point? Simply this — 
before condemning it, give your car- 
buretor a fair trial. To make sure that it 
is really to blame for poor engine opera- 
tion, tune the engine carefully, checking 
the operation of all the carburetor- 
related smog devices. Then if everything 
still points to a sick carburetor, a 
thorough cleaning and rebuild is in 
order, and here’s how to do it. 


WHICH REPAIR KIT? 


It’s foolish to pull the carburetor off 
` and disassemble it, only to discover that 
no local parts store has the right repair 
kit on hand. Buy the one you need before 
you start. To purchase the right one, you 
need to know the make, model and part 
number of your carburetor. The make 
and model is usually stamped on the 
carburetor casting; the other informa- 
tion necessary is located on a small 
metal ID tag usually attached under one 
of the air horn screws. 

Repair kits are generally offered in 
three versions: a gasket kit, a light 
repair kit and an overhaul kit. Exactly 
which one you’ll need depends upon 
what you’re going to do, but generally 
speaking, the light repair kit is your best 
bet, as it not only contains the complete 
gasket kit, but all of the replaceable 
components such as the needle and seat, 
accelerating pump, power valve and any 
rubber or neoprene parts. If you know in 
advance that the carburetor is really 
shot inside, the overhaul kit has almost 
every replaceable part that can wear out 
except for a throttle shaft, and that’s 
always available as an individual item 
from your dealer. 


CARBURETOR REMOVAL 


The air cleaner comes off first. As the 
‘air cleaner on many late model car- 
buretors is connected by a variety of 
hoses, tubes and lines in addition to one 
or more wing nuts, this can be a major 





















chore. The easiest way to get it off is to 
remove the wing nuts, air cleaner top 
housing and filter element, then dis- 
connect the hot air duct at the shroud 
and the vacuum lines at the air cleaner. 

With the cleaner housing removed, 
disconnect the vacuum lines from the 
carburetor body, checking each one for 
cracks or breaks. Wrap a 2-in. piece of 
masking tape around each line as you 
remove it and label the tape so that 
you'll know where it should be 
reconnected when the carburetor is 
replaced. 


LEFT—You'll find the carburetor part. 
number and other information 
necessary for determining the proper 
rebuild kit on a metal tag like this at- 
tached under one of the air horn 
screws. Always replace the tag when 
you reassemble the air horn to the 
main body. 


BELOW—After removing the at- 
taching screws, disconnect the 
accelerator pump lever and lift the 
air horn carefully from the main body 
to prevent damage to the power 
piston, main well tubes, etc. Remove 
the old gasket, using a putty knife if 
necessary. A 3-piece aluminum car- 
buretor, the 4360 uses fixed jets 
which eliminates metering rods, 
making this an easier overhaul 
than a Quadra-Jet. 





LEFT—Before attemp- 
ting to remove the float 
from the main body, 
always check to see 
how it is held in place. 
With the Holley 4360 
and several other pop- 
ular carburetor designs, 
the fuel inlet needle 
retains the float and 
must be removed first. 


Disconnect the throttle linkage at the 
lever and place all clips, etc., in a small 
container. Remove well-type choke 
linkage, choke heat tubes or water hous- 
ing, if used. Then loosen and disconnect 
the fuel line inlet fitting. If it has seized 
in the fuel bowl or cover, hold the fitting 
with a wrench and tap gently with a 
plastic mallet. A golf tee will serve as a 
nifty fuel line plug. 

Loosen the carburetor mounting nuts 
or cap screws and remove. If the car- 
buretor doesn’t lift off the manifold 
flange easily, tap the throttle flange with 
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ABOVE—A bronze fuel filter, 
gasket and spring are enclosed in 
the fuel inlet housing, and should 
be removed. Be sure to note ex- 
actly how the filter is installed so 
that ít can be replaced correctly. 
It's a good idea to install a brand 
new filter whenever you overhaul 
a carburetor. 


RIGHT—The power valve (A) is a 
2-piece unit with a spring and 
should be removed with a jet 
removed. The 4360 uses 4 fixed 
jets (B) with metric threads. 
Under ordinary circumstances, 
they need not be removed, but 
this gives you a better look at the 
carburetor’s construction. Never 
run a wire or drill through the jets 
while cleaning, as you'll enlarge 
them and disrupt their 

calibration. 





On most late model carburetors, the 
fast idle cam must also be removed 
as it’s made of nylon. Double-check 
the casting carefully before dunking 
it in the cleaner to avoid overlooking 
such a simple item. If the cam is 
metal, leave the entire fast idle 
assembly intact for cleaning. 
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Pry off the limiter cap careful- 
ly (break it off if you have new 
ones to install) and seat the 
mixture needle fully, counting 
the number of turns required. 
Then remove the needle for 
cleaning. To reinstall, turn in 
until fully seated and back off 
the same number of turns 
counted, then replace the 
limiter cap. 


a few gentle raps from the plastic mallet 
to break the seal — never try to pry the 
carburetor loose, as you can bend or 
break the mounting ears or flange lugs 
that way. Before discarding the flange 
gasket take a good look at its condition. 
Burned areas or dark strips indicate a 
warped manifold or carburetor flange 
surface. And once the carburetor is off, 
stuff a clean, lint-free cloth into the 
manifold opening to prevent any dirt 
from blowing in or small parts from 
dropping into the engine. 

O.K., so now you ve got the carburetor 
off — what are you going to do with it 
next? Nope, don’t set it down on that 
work bench — you can damage or dis- 
locate the throttle plates while working 
on it. A nicked throttle plate will stick, 
and one that’s dislocated can change the 
vacuum port relationship and operation, 
causing more grief after the rebuild than 
you set out to cure. 

Have four 3-in. cap screws and eight 
nuts handy. With a nut installed about 
1/2-in. on each cap screw, fit them 
through the mounting flange holes, then 
install the second nut finger-tight and 
presto — an instant, inexpensive car- 
buretor stand. Now the whole unit rests 
about 2-1/2-in. above the bench surface 
and you can go to work like a 
professional. 


DISASSEMBLY 
& INSPECTION 


While carburetors differ somewhat in 
their specific sequence of disassembly, 
there are certain generalized procedures 
which can be used. Carburetor dis- 
assembly is really a matter of good judg- 
ment — never force carburetor com- 
ponents apart or together. If the part to 
be removed/replaced doesn’t come off or 
go back easily, you’ve probably 
overlooked a step. Stop and consider the 
problem and you'll discover the step you 
skipped. 

Inspection is an important part of dis- 
assembly. As you remove each part, 
check it carefully. If it has a shiny or 
dark area on it, inspect the fit. Be 
suspicious of the casting — check its 
trueness with a straightedge. Work the 
float and look for binding. Operate the 
throttle and choke plates as you remove 
the linkage, etc. 

Begin disassembly by removing all ex- 
ternal components — dashpots, idle 
solenoids, primary or secondary vacuum 
breaks, integral choke housing cap, etc. 
Dunking these units in carburetor 
cleaner or solvent will destroy their in- 
ternal diaphragms. Test the operation of 
each by drawing several inches of 
vacuum with a hand vacuum pump and 
watching for diaphragm movement. 





After stripping the main body 
down, turn it over and remove 
the throttle body attaching 
screws. Separate the 2 units and 
clean off any gasket material 
from the mating flanges. 





ABOVE—When the manuracturer 
specifies torque values of jets, power 
valve, attaching screws or mounting bolts, 
use an in.-lb. torque wrench and apply 
torque evenly in 3 stages using a criss- 
cross pattern. This can be an important 
part of the overhau/l—Holley specifies 30 
in.-lbs. for bowl screws and the best 
average man can do with a 6-in. screwdriver 
is between 18-25 in.-/bs. 





Cleaning solvent will loosen but 
not necessarily remove any gas- 
ket material left on the flanges. 
Be sure to scrape off any that 
your putty knife and the solvent 
missed, or the new gasket will 
leak. 


Remove all hairpin or C-clips holding 
the choke and throttle linkage in place 
and carefully disengage the linkage. On 
many carburetors, the choke and throt- 
tle levers must be rotated to align their 
tiny cutout slots with the corresponding 


ears on the end of the linkage. Remove . 


the air horn-to-main body attaching 
screws and carefully separate the two to 
prevent damage to the accelerator 
pump, vacuum piston, main well tubes, 
etc. 

Discarding all gaskets as you go along, 
remove the interior parts in an orderly 
and logical sequence. In most cases, it 


BELOW—Some rebuild 
kits will contain more than 
1 flange gasket. Always 
use the one which 
matches the old gasket, 
the carb flange surface 
and the throttle body bore. 
Observe any torque re- 
quirements for the moun- 
ting bolts/nuts. 








@ x `< 
The 4360 float is adjusted by 
bending this tang. Different float 
designs are adjusted in different 
ways; check the spec sheet in- 
cluded with your rebuild kit and 
adjust the float carefully. 


isn't necessary to remove the main jets, 
and some carbs are now equipped with 
non-removable jets. Turn the main body 
over and remove the throttle body-to- 
main body attaching screws. Separate 
these units and pry off the limiter caps 
to remove the idle mixture screws. If 
you’re new to pulling carburetors apart, 
you'll find the exploded diagram accom- 
panying the repair kit most helpful; in 
most cases, you can simply follow the 
numerical sequence as a dis- 
assembly/reassembly guide. 


CLEANING 


This is the most important part of any 
carburetor overhaul. Using the correct 
parts, proper assembly procedures, ex- 
act torque specifications and making 
precise adjustments are all time wasted 
if the throttle body, venturi, air bleeds 
and other passages are not free of dirt, 
gum and varnish when you’re ready to 
reassemble the carburetor. And simply 
dunking the parts in a cleaning solvent 
won’t guarantee a proper job — cleaning 
should be a three-step process. To carry 
out the procedure correctly, you’ll need 
a container of carburetor cleaner, one of 
cleaning solvent, and one of water 
heated just below the boiling point, 
along with a cleaning brush and a sup- 
ply of lint-free cloths. 

If you can talk a local garage into con- 
tributing a gallon or two of fresh car- 
buretor cleaner to the cause, you’re off to 
a good start. Most cleaners sold over- 
the-counter are not quite as powerful as 
the stuff garages use. But if you can’t 
pull this off, use an over-the-counter 
solution for Step 1 and lacquer thinner 
or commercial grade acetone for Step 2. 
Place all the small parts to be cleaned in 
a fine wire mesh basket, or a 1-lb. coffee 
can with holes punched in the sides and 
bottom. 


(Continued on page 64) 
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photography by: Mike Key 


ver wonder what people in other 

countries do to customize their 

vehicles? Well, we'll show you 
what a few Limeys have done to their 
vans and trucks. We were very fortunate 
to have Mike Key photograph these 
custom machines. They are all tricked 
out in some way, whether it's paint, in- 
terior, wheels and tires, or engine. Any 
way you look at it, the owners of these 
vehicles really spent much time and 
money to come up with mind boggling 
street machines. Take a look at the 
photos and see for yourself what these 
Englishmen have done. They must real- 
ly get the looks from passers-by when 
cruising down the highways. 











Bob Wellstoad's VW has a bed, stereo, TV, and bar inside. Exterior art work was 
done by Terry and Barry Smith. Chrome ET mags and nerf bars are neat. 


This mini-truck 
definitely gets heads to 
turn wherever it goes. 
Owner is Alan 
Llewwllin from Essex. 
A&L Custom Paints did 
a super wild paint 
scheme throughout, 
with many designs, 
murals, and colors. 
Engine is a stock 
160066, blower is not 
functional — it’s made 
out of fiberglass. Sure 
looks like a screamer. 
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This Austin 850cc mini-van sports come perfor- 
mance goodies under the hood. 998 Cooper cam, 
1-1/2-inch carb, and headers make this one go. 


Owner Dave Long and brother Los did interior. 
Paint by Mech Spray. 





ABOVE and LEFT— Geoffrey Ridgeway of Stockport 

drives around in his tricked out street machine, a Ford 
Escort panel. Blower looks mean but isn’t. Owner did 
wild paint on The Joker. 


Another clean VW is this Vandervolks bus belonging 
Pat Hines. Paint and interior are nice. 





to 
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From cylinder kit‏ 
Street Rods roadster.‏ 
to Vans or trucks‏ 
or whatever, this is‏ 
your complete top‏ 
chopping facility.‏ 
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VAN IN THE DREAM STAGE 


I’ve been reading your magazine since 
it first came out and think you really 
feature some fantastic vans and trucks. 

I’m still in high school and my dream 
is to own one of those new Ford vans, the 
ones with the long nose. I want to 
customize the body, add many 
accessories, and have a clean and 
practical interior. When my dream 
comes true, I'll send you a picture. 

Dave Pepper 
Joliet, Illinois 


FLAMIN’ 52 


Enclosed is a picture of our ’52 Chevy 
Panel truck. We would appreciate it if 
you'd publish it in your Readers Rap. 





We’re very proud of the progress we’ve 
made, but there’s still a lot of work to go 
before we'll be ready for Bowling Green 
this year. We enjoy your magazine very 
much. 


Richard & Robbie Patterson 
Earlington, Kentucky 


NATIONAL F-100 CLUB 


We are in the process of setting up a 
national Ford-F-100 Elite Club for 1953- 
1956 1/2 ton trucks. If anyone would like 
to know more about this national club, 
please write: Ford F-100 Elite, P.O. Box 
24484, San Jose, California 95124. 
Attention: National Membership. 

James Oldfield 
San Jose, California 


For sure you shouldn’t have any trouble 
getting response for your National F-100 
club. There are definitely lots of those 
pickups around the country. Keep us 
posted on your new club. 


Ë Lowell Peterson 
| Scotts Bluff, Nebraska 


photography: Brutsman and Eccli 
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canted fenders, louvered hood and tailgate. Black acrylic 

lacquer was sprayed on by owner, with help of wife masking 
| flames, and Tom Coza striping. Other exterior mods include 
| nerf bars, side pipes, custom grille, GTO taillights, and 
chromed wheels with baby moons. Interior is done in black 
naugahyde and nylon — the talent of Bill's Auto Trim. Other 
niceties are tilt wheel, one-piece side windows. 


f This nicely done ‘55 Ford pickup features a 5-1/2-inch chop, 
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ELSINORE _ _ 
Mh 





ABOVE—This first annual event drew quite a 
number of sharp mini-trucks. Wild paint and 
trick interiors were popular. 


LEFT—The guys from California Stepside 
Manufacturing came down from Sunnyvale 
with one of their converted Luv trucks. Nice! 


BELOW LEFT—At the show on Sunday, we 
freaked some people by driving in with our 
Toyota SR5 Project. In foreground is Mike 
Basso’s flamed custom Datsun. 


BELOW—Many mini-truckers spent the 
weekend at Lake Elsinore, so they pitched 
tents and enjoyed the outdoors for awhile. 





o 2 s: 
خر‎ 
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while back at Lake Elsinore State 

Park, the Southern California 

Mini-Truck Council and Westside 
truckers hosted their first happening. It 
was a three day affair, with mini- 
truckers having a good time. 

Most of the truckers rolled into the 
park Friday night. After registration, 
there were camps being set up all 
around. When everyone was situated, 
they just rapped trucks and stuff around 
the camp fires and partied. 

Saturday was the day for the various 
club contests. Volleyball was won by 
Deluxe Trucks. Sunrise Truckers came 
up with a win in the truck push. One 
event the guys liked was the wet t-shirt 
contest. Judy Cullen of Midnight 
‘Truckers walked away with the honors. 
In the women’s beer chug, Valerie 
Koheler of Midnight Truckers was the 
winner. For the men, it was Moose of 
Midnight Truckers. San Diego Small 


Trucks came out on top when it was f 


time for the human pyramid. Longest 
Distance went to Santa Barbara Small 
Trucks. Other awards included Best 
Participation — Westside Truckers, 
Best Looking Truck — Lil’ Hawaiian 
(closed) and Tin Can Truckers (open). 
The Best Off Road Truck was from 
Pacific Coast, and the ugliest was from 
United Truckers. 

On Sunday, there was a truck show. 
Many of the entrants were super primo. 
We cruised out to the happening on 
Sunday with our just finished Toyota 
Project. As soon as we arrived, the truck 
was swarming with people. They 
couldn’t believe we drove it. Anyway, we 
parked it with the other show entries but 
didn’t have it in competition. Check out 
the photos and see what was happening 
at this Elsinore event. 








۵ 
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TOP—Camper shells painted to 
match the paint scheme on mini- 
trucks are becoming more pop- 
ular. 


ABOVE—One contest was 
human pyramid, hate to be on 
bottom. 


ABOVE RIGHT—As usual, the 
truck push was for quick times. 


RIGHT—Wet t-shirt contest 
drew many, many spectators. 


BELOW—Block that spike! 
Deluxe Trucks won Volleyball 
tourney. 





ABOVE—Once you are 
sure the template is 
centered, mark around 
the outside, remove the 
template and cut sec- 
tion with ‘saber saw. 


RIGHT—Once the roof 
section is removed, 
make several slits in 
the headliner. Don't 
Start tearing the 
material out. 


ABOVE—Centering of the template is of the utmost impor- 
tance, that is unless you are into off set sun roofs! Make sure 
you measure from the sides and front to back. 


ot too long ago some ingenious 
engineer came up with the idea for 
an easily installed aftermarket 
sun roof. Where the factory sun roofs 
were expensive to say the least and next 


to impossible to duplicate, the manufac- 
turers of custom “van and truck 
accessories found an inexpensive way to 
manufacture a new design in opening 
roofs. These new roofs were an overnight 
success and it wasn’t long before the 
market was flooded with a hoard of sun 
ports from just about every accessory 
manufacturer. The only problem with 
the majority of these units is that they 
are somewhat bulky in appearance with 
their protruding frame, and the frame, 
which encircles the opening portion of 
the window does little for its 
appearance. These really aren't draw- 
backs on some vehicles, but many 
custom builders won't even consider in- 
stalling anything which breaks up the 
lines of their car, truck or whatever. 
Many of these same people who wanted 
to install a sunroof were interested, but 

the overall design just didn't cut it. 
y To answer the demand for a super 
+ » high quality and streamlined see- 
۳ pofs From LE VA? through roof, the people from LE VAN 
have introduced the SKYPORT. You 
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may recognize the name Le Van as they 
are the folks who manufacture those 
custom side windows for vans. 

What makes the SKYPORT so 
different you ask? Well, one look at this 
new window will answer most of your 
questions. The SKYPORT (when clos- 
ed) fits almost flush with the roof of the 
automobile and when opened reveals an 
extremely attractive frameless bronze 
tinted window. The window which is 
made of the highest quality safety glass 
will give a definite touch of class to any 
vehicle from a Pantera to Vans and 
trucks. The Skyport fits the vehicle’s 
lines so well they look like factory equip- 
ment. Some of the Skyport’s other nice 
features are its tamper proof clamp locks 
hidden hinges and low profile curved 
glass and frame which contour to the 
roof lines. Along with its other advan- 
tages, the Skyport gives flow-through 
ventilation and overhead visibility both 
day and night. 

The SKYPORT which has dimensions 
(15x30) complementary to most 
applications comes with your choice of 
frame finishes, either black or lustre. 
The frame itself is available in two sizes 
1/16” and 1/8”. One of these two sizes 
should fit most any roof and headliner 
combination. As I mentioned earlier, the 
installation of LE VAN’S new 
SKYPORT is a simple and quick opera- 
tion, requiring only a minimum of tools 
and even less mechanical know-how. 
'The installation here was performed by 
the able bodied crew of Joe Leoni and 
Tom Baggot from Anaheim Truck and 
Van in Anaheim, California. Although 
this installation was for a mini truck the 
procedure is basically the same for most 
any vehicle. Tom told us that due to its 
super classy appearance the new 
SKYPORT is one of the hottest moving 
new products. 


LEFT—Cut the liner 
back to the bows and 
then use cutter to 
sever the metal rod. 


RIGHT—Once the roof 
panel is removed and the 
liner cut this is what it 
should look like from the 
top. Tape on roof was used 
to ensure straight cut. 


BELOW—A foam padding 
is put on the roof section 
where the frame sits. This 
will seal against air and 
moisture leaks. 


The SKYPORT is a little more expen- 
sive than most of the other sun roofs on 
the market, but once you’ve seen one 
you’ll know why people are paying the 
difference in price. 

If you would like further information 
on the new SKYPORT, write to LE 
VAN Specialty Co., 14923 Proctor Ave., 
City of Industry, California 91746, or ask 


your local accessory dealer to get on the. 


stick and order some. Anyway you look 
at it, the SKYPORT can add nothing 
but class to your boulevard cruiser. 


ABOVE—Sky Port is checked for proper fit 
and then set into place. Any excess seal can 
be removed. 


‘BELOW—Have someone hold the Port 


down from the top and install inner frame. 
Last step is to trim excess headliner. 
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Bob Morgan 
Lansing, Michigan 
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by Richard Wood 


n today’s van crowd you have to be different to 

stand out from your neighbor. Totally unique is 

the Land Lord, owned and built by Bob Morgan of 
Lansing, Michigan. Construction began two years ago 
from a stripped and damaged 1974 Ford E-100 shorty 
van. 

Thieves had originally managed to remove most of 
the stock goodies, including the motor by pulling it 
through the front 16” sheet metal. With the help of 
Terry Dodge Auto Body, the Ford received a major 
facelift. Body mods include molded flares and spoiler, 
Monza headlights and unique bullet style grille. Out 
back, the rear doors were welded shut and molded in. 
A sun roof, tear drop port holes, and brown vinyl top 
accent body. Ginger Glo brown metallic, gold letter- 
ing, and murals provide finishing touches. 

Highlighting the interior is orange and brown shag 
carpeting, accented with old barn wood trim. The rear 
portion contains fold away bed, ice box and Panasonic 
stereo. Buckets are swivels with gold crushed velvet 
inserts. 

Mickey Thompson rubber and Duke’s 8-spoke 
wheels handle the stock 302’s performance. Other in- 
teresting features include Zoomie exhausts, 
homemade bumpers, scooped hood, and CB radio. A 
winner, Land Lord has captured many awards, in- 
cluding best overall at the Canadian Van Nationals. 
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A uniquely built ’74 Ford E-100 van 





ی جوز 
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A member of Sin City Vans Ltd., Dennis 
owns this nicely done ‘73 Dodge. The 
Yellow Submarine features Imaginary Glass 
spoiler, Stull grille, vinyl top, Top Line rack, 
sunroof, and portholes. Beam Brothers did 
the Corvette yellow paint, and Valley Van 
Works handled the interior. Accenting the 
owner-done interior are highbacks, digital 
readout CB, HI Enterprises overhead con- 
sole, Toyota Celica door handles, cruise 
control, ice box, and more. 
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Your 
Carburetor 
The Right 
Wau 


(Continued from page 51) 


As carburetor cleaner is very strong, 
you shouldn't get it on your hands, es- 
pecially if you have any breaks in the 
skin. To avoid contact with the solution, 
straighten a metal clotheshanger and 
hook one end through a larger hole 
punched near the top of the can. 
Straighten a second one, hook it through 
the main body, throttle body and air 
horn castings. Now you have a handle to 
retrieve the parts from the cleaner 
without difficulty. 

Submerge all the parts in the cleaner 
and occasionally move the basket of 
parts up and down several times. After a 
half hour in the first solution, move the 
basket and the carburetor castings to 
the cleaning solvents carefully swishing 
the parts basket back and forth to rinse 
everything thoroughly. A few minutes in 
this solution and you can move 
everything to the container of hot water 
for five minutes, or until the parts are 
heated thoroughly. When removed from 
the hot water and spread out on the 
clean cloths, the hot parts will air dry 
immediately. 

Check everything over carefully and 
blow out all passages with compressed 
air, if possible. If not, skip this step — 
never try to clean carburetor passages 
with a crill or wire. If there are still 
traces of gum or varnish on some of the 
parts, dip the cleaning brush in the first 
solution and go over the parts, repeating 
the dunk in the solvent and hot water. 


REASSEMBLY 


While putting the carburetor back 
together amounts to reversing the dis- 
assembly steps, there are a number of 
things to keep in mind. Are you putting 
check balls where they belong, position- 
ing inlet needles correctly, and installing 
the gaskets properly? Some repair kits 
are designed to be used with more than 
one version of a particular carburetor 
model, and contain more gaskets than 
you’ll need. Make sure to match up all 
old gaskets with the new ones, placing 
any extras off to one side and out of the 
way to avoid a possible mix-up. Pay par- 
ticular attention to power valve gaskets. 
Holley and Motorcraft have made 
several running changes in their power 
valve design, and each requires a slight- 
ly different gasket. This means that the 
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power valve included in the repair kit 
may look like the one you removed, but 
the gasket may not. 

All jets, valve seats, screws, etc., 
should be tightened carefully. If the 
specification sheet included with the 
repair kit specifies torque values, use an 
in.-lbs. torque wrench instead of a 
screwdriver and do the job right. For ex- 
ample, all Holley carburetor throttle 
body screws should be torqued to 50 in.- 
lbs., and most Holley air horn screws to 
30 in.-lbs., specifications that can’t be 
reached using a 6-in screwdriver. When 
the average male is bright-eyed and 
bushy-tailed in the a.m., he can torque a 
screw to between 18 and 25 in.-lbs. using 
a 6-in. screwdriver. But after working a 
full day, his ability to apply torque 
drops off considerably. 

Incidentally, torque should be applied 
in three stages using a criss-cross or 
alternating pattern. Correct torque is es- 
pecially important when replacing the 
carburetor on the manifold. Unless the 
manufacturer specifies otherwise, the 
nuts should be tightened only enough to 
prevent vacuum leaks, as overtightening 
the hold-down nuts can cause warpage 
and other carburetor damage. 


ADJUSTMENTS 


To make the necessary carburetor 
adjustments during reassembly and 
after replacing it on the manifold, follow 
the procedures provided on the 
specification sheet included with the 
repair kit. This will also provide the re- 
quired adjustment settings. The most 
important adjustment is the float level, 
and you should pay strict attention to 
setting it right on the mark. Hesitation, 
surging, dying, lean or overly-rich run- 
ning can all be caused by an incorrect 
float level. Some engines will even die 
on turns or hills if the float isn’t set 
properly. 

Overhauling your own carburetor can 
save you a bundle of money these days, 
and it’s not really that difficult, provid- 
ed you’re prepared to do it correctly. 
The important question is — does it 
really need it? Some carburetor 
manufacturers recommend an overhaul 
every year, whether you need it or not, 
but that’s just a plug to sell kits. I run 
two identical 2-bbls. — one with over 
75,000 miles on it and the other with less 
than 25,000. The first has never been 
touched and it works like a gem, while 
the second has been rebuilt five different 
times and still doesn’t run properly. As 
long as yours delivers the goods, don’t 
touch it. Keep the engine tuned and 
when the carburetor needs attention, 
it’ll tell you. That’s the time to put these 
tips to work. 


Standard Equipment 


Automotive: 
Dodge Tradesman 300 chassis: 
127” wheelbase; 360 c.i. engine 
GVW rating of 8200 Ibs. 
Automotive air conditioning 
Power steering 
Automatic transmission 
Disc brakes (front) 
Cruise control 
Tinted safety glass 
Chrome bumpers 
Custom wheels 
Rear mounted spare tire 
and cover 
Custom exterior striping 


Coach: 

AM/FM 8 track quadraphonic 
system 

Custom driver's and passenger 
seats Š 

AC/DC electric refrigerator 

Three burner propane stove 

Propane furnace 

Auxillary battery 

Electric hot water heater 

Demand water pump 

Fresh water storage tank 

Non-corrosive water system 

Waste water holding tank 

Sewage holding tank 

Ten gallon rated, chassis moun- 
ted propane tank 

Fresh water flush toilet 

Power roof vent in bath 

Foam mattress and cushions 

Color coordinated fabrics 
and carpeting 

Privacy curtains 

Fully insulated body and roof 
top, using fire retardant poly- 
urethane foam 

Overhead folding bunk and sofa/ 
pull-out bed; coach:sleeps four 


Options 


Propane or microwave oven 

Color coordinated high back 
seats with arms 

2.7 KW generator 

23 channel CB radio with 
antenna 

Chrome wheels 

Color television 

Total electric coach 

Full instrumentation cluster in 
overhead console 

Per-Lux “Fogcutter” all weather 
safety lights 

10,000 BTU rated roof top air 
conditioner 

‘Ask your dealer for a complete 
list of available options on 
the Living Van 





LIVING VAN 








iving Vans, Inc., who recently in- 

troduced a totally new concept in 

recreational vehicles at the RVIA 
Spirit of ’76 Show, received an 
‘overwhelmingly enthusiastic and 
successful reception,” it was announced 
by Andrew B. Ross, President. 

The new concept, the Living Van, is 
designed to offer more interior living 
space than a standard RV van conver- 
sion, providing comfort and convenience 
features paralleling that of a full-sized 
motorhome. 
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Only the Customizing Center puts it all 
together for you — teaches you the complete 
“ins and outs” of van and car customizing. 
The same course teaches you with step-by- 
step lessons how to do paneling, upholstery, 
carpeting, drapes, built-ins, everything! Work 
with wood, vinyl, cloth and other materials. 
Learn how to mix or match colors. Includes 
basic information on installing high-back 
swivel and reclining seats, as well as beds, 
bunks, tables, etc. 


SAVE BY CUSTOMIZING YOUR OWN VAN OR CAR 


YOU LEARN INSIDE CUSTOMIZING, TOO! 





These features, listed as standard 
equipment, include a bath compart- 
ment with separate sink, shower and 
toilet; a sink, AC/DC refrigerator and 
three burner stove in the kitchen area; 
hot water heater; furnace; separate 
sewage and waste water holding tanks; 
automotive air conditioning; radio/tape 
quadraphonic system; and thick pile 
carpeting. 

“The Living Van is a unique vehicle, 
in that it offers a truly realistic ‘second 
car’ concept, in addition to its RV 
capabilities,” said Ross. 

When compared to a larger RV, such 
as a mini home, the Living Van is 
reported to be far less cumbersome for 
intercity driving, and is easily handled 
by the woman for her day-to-day errand 
running. Too, it requires a lower initial 
capital outlay, has a more reasonable 
operating economy and few storage 
problems. 

The Living Van utilizes a Dodge, Ford 



















or Chevrolet van that has been stretched 
lengthways and a tag axle added. Each 
wheel of the tag rotates independently of 
the other, and uses independent 
horizontal springs. Ross notes, too, that 
the tag axle aids in driving stability and 
handling. 

Incorporated to the stretched van is 
an insulated, all fiberglass roof top that 
provides over six feet of interior 
headroom, and easily supports the op- 
tional roof top air conditioner. 

“Stretching the van and adding the 
tag axle not only makes the vehicle u- 
nique, it also offers a highly versatile 
means of transportation for commercial 
applications — such as van pools, 
mobile showrooms and ambulances,” 
said Ross. 

Ross notes that the stretched van 
offers basically the same versatility, 
mobility and operating economy as a 
standard van, with increased driving 
stability and increased interior room. 

In addition to the Living Van floor 
plan, the company offers a “sportsman” 
configuration for those active in hunting 
and fishing; and a “party wagon” for 
private and business entertaining. For 
further information on the Living Van, 
write Living Vans, Inc., Box 160, Jenks, 
Oklahoma 74037. (918) 299-4468. 


START YOUR OWN SHOP — FULL 


OR PART TIME we won't waste your time telling you 


how big the market is — or how much money you can make. 


You already know — or you wouldn’t be reading this! 


What we want you to know is how fast and easy we can train 
you to do this kind of work in your own garage or back yard 


— without charging you an arm and a leg for learning. Just 
spend an hour or two a day following our step-by-step 
instructions . . . and only weeks after you start you'll be 
handling an air gun and striping brush like you 
were born with them in your hands. 


YOU DON’T NEED ANY 
SPECIAL ART TALENT 


We show you how to do everything so easy you can’t miss... 
Fading, fogging, flames, scallops, lace, cobwebbing and other 
special effects. Included with your course is a wild assortment 
of patterns, decals and ideas that turn you into an expert with 
just a little practice. Not only do you learn how to use the air 
brush, but we show you secrets of pin-striping, gold-leafing, 
custom lettering, decals, taping, masking, preparation — 
everything you need to know and want to learn about 

custom paint jobs. 


Get Ready for the Kind of Career that 


Sar ma wam ma mam mam man amun mam sma man mam nman nan mam wam uama maa wam wam ama uma man mj 


Coreers Through Home Study 











... Start Earning Good Money Doing Vans for Others in ' 

CUSTOMIZING CENTER Dept. ۷086 |‏ سیم ی bela‏ ی ی اور 

pare lime... Even belore TOU Finish Your Course: 4401 Birch St., Newport Beach, CA 92663 l 

Rush free color brochure and full information 

Learn How To Put On The Add-Ons! on how | can learn customizing for only a few 1 

Make more money selling and installing portholes, 7 This Ful | dollars a month. No salesman will call l 
flares, custom windows, sun- and moon-roofs, air 5 ull Color I Ó ۰ 

scoops, side pipes, spoilers and racks. We show you Customizing Brochure Shows | N I 

how... help you get set up for dealen discounts to You How Easy It Is... How Fast ام ی‎ 

save you money on your own jobs, or make more You Can Start! Write fort | l 

money on the jobs سم‎ 1 
you do for others. CUSTOMIZING CENTER Dept JY086 تا‎ city State — zip l 
4401 Birch Street, Newport Beach, California 92663 Ms L r مت بت‎ 
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VINTAGE RIGS ...... 


ince the beginning, trucks have 
Trucks that Haul been popular at the drags. Perhaps 
because they were lighter; maybe 
because they were easier to cut up or 
modify. These days most drag racing is ‘ 
too specialized for old trucks (or for any 
vintage machines). But that doesn’t 
mean there aren’t some tough rigs still 
running around. Some are still drag-only 
specialists; some participate in “an- 
tique”? drag meets; others have been 
converted from previous dragstrip use; 
but most are of the good ol’ daily-driven 
variety. I have chosen half a dozen ex- 
amples that typify the various breeds, 
and rather than jawin’ about them here, 
we'll just get on with the show... 

























ABOVE and RIGHT—From looking at this ‘29 Ford roadster pickup, you'd think it 
was pretty stock. Not hardly! Under the hood of Bruce Geis/er’s ride is a healthy 
small block Chevy with 6-71 supercharger. A nice street machine. 


LEFT—Some guys like to modify bodies of 
their race cars. This Thames delivery is a 
premium example with chopped top. 


BELOW—A lumber carrier? Nope. In the 
old days, jacking up your racer was the “in” 
thing. This 29 is way up there. 








ABOVE—A strictly drag race car is this ‘41 Willys pickup. This vintage rig still 
looks stock from the outside, except monster meats and wheels. 
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The best van way 
to design your 
ALET yo alee p Ia lL = E interior uniquely 5 


This Willys pickup was 
once a race machine 
and is currently on the 
streets of SoCal. Per- 
formance motor, big 
meats, and headers still 
give truck the race 
look. Owners are Burch 
Bros. 












Order the 1976 MILD'N WILD 
catalog. Look over the hundreds of 
Mr. Van items that consist of the 


finest available anywhere. Choose 
and design your interior torbe 
uniquely yours and/or hers. Send 
$2.00 today (refunded on 1st 
purchase) and get set to express 
yourself. 


BELOW—This old Ford Stakebed 

is a far cry from its original days 0 
in the farms. Powered by ۸ 
supercharged small block Chevy, Offering you the finest of what our name implies. 


hi: // K. 1 

— ae Dept. T ° 2400 West Oakton Street 

Elk Grove, Ill. 60005. > 312-956-6484 
BankAmericardeMaster Charge $] 


TE TE TT ME MM =< 


AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION 
RE-PROGRAMMING 
KITS 


RV'S VANS 

CAMPERS 
EK TRUCKS 
c= OFF-ROAD 


GIVE GREATER TRANSMISSIO 
CONTROL... SAVE BRAKES 
TOW- OR-GO 
For Street Driving ... Heavy Duty... 


Towing ... Mountain Driving 
TransGo's Special Shift Command al- 
lows you to stay in second as long 
as you want and shift back to low or 
second at any speed by simply mov- 
ing the lever. Off-roaders, motor- 
home owners, vans who travel moun- 
tainous terrain call it the "life ۲ 
realizing the added safety of engine 
backing to keep the brakes cool for 
that tight spot. Instant shifts and 
downshifts at your fingertips . > 
automatic shifting retained in the 
drive position for comfort. Kit instolls 
eosily without removing transmission. 
Complete instruc. incl. KITS FROM $39.95 
s= Send $1.00 today for 
catalog, prices, and 
سم‎ bons other TransGo kits. 





(Faro 
2627 Merced Ave. Dept. T 
El Monte, Ca. 91733 
(213) 283-0254 





NEW LISTINGS 


Brakes - Wingventseals - dropped axles - Wiring 


and Diagrams. 
RP-1, 32 PAGES, Restoration items - - $2.00 - Restoration 
and supply items only. 
PP-2, 50 PAGES, Rubber items with body - - $3.00 - and 
chassis illustrations, access 
PP-2, 50 PAGES, same as PP-1 $4.00 includes 22 pages 
of exploded views, trans, rear axle, body and chassis. 
Note - All catalogs are sent 3rd class - First class delivery 
add 5.50 each. 
catalog $ refundable with purchase 
CHECKS - MONEY ORDERS - CASH 


TRUCK ‘N’ Parts 
9109 E. Garvey Ave. Rosemead, CA 91770 
213/288-2121 








Praised by Pros Nationwide 


DACEER/LAC 


pat pend 


Striping-Lettering-Airbrush 


BIKES e RODS e VANS 


Concentrated. Opaque, Custom Lacquers 
designed for uncomplicated use 
under any custom clear finish! Far 
superior to enamel 


3⁄4 0 Super Colors! 


For price list and more information send 50c to 


“Paul's Brushing Lacquer” 


P.O. Box 1042 
Union City, Calif. 94587 
ph. (415) 489-5722 





F 0 R و‎ Aor 


1953-56 OWNERS MANUALS 


Authentic reprints of the originals. Complete with Spec's 
for chassis engine and other data helpful to owners. 


Specify year $3.00 ea. postpaid 
Other books available listing with S.A.S.E. 
Service Books 
Box 522, Dept. 1 Sierra Madre, CA - 91024 





SUPER VAN PATTERNS 
FOR INTERIORS 


DODGE, CHEV 71-76 e FORD 69-76 
Send Year, Model, Wheelbase 
(Short, long or maxi) 

These plans are drawn by architects and are 
professionally designed and fitted 
for your van 
Working instructions and 
accessory list included 
Postage Paid. 


ALL FOR ONLY $21.95 
Add Applicable Tax 
10 Different Color Roof Vents Available 


SUPER PRESENT 
FOR VAN LOVERS 


Send To: 
PLEASURE EAST VANS 
Box 34 TR Accord, N.Y. 12404 

914/647-6748 or 626-7519 





Passenger ° Van ° Pickup 


WHEEL ADAPTERS 


Most combinations available from stock 


aluminum — steel 





4 lug — 5 lug — 6 lug — 8 lug 
Catalog with discount price sheet — $1.00 R.W.P.* 


WHEEL-A-DAPS 
*Refundable With Purchase 


9103 East Garvey Avenue 
Rosemead. CA 91770 
213/288-2290 


dept.TR-2 
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here’s a custom van shop in Lake 

Geneva, Wisconsin, that handles 

customizing big rigs, too. Leisure 
and Recreational Products, Inc., has 
been established since 1971, headed by 
president Ron Bender. 

This company has been building a 
fleet of bicentennial vans, dressed up in 
the traditional red, white, and blue 
theme. To haul these custom vans 
around, they use tractor/car carrier rigs, 
also customized in the bicentennial 
theme. Check out the GMC tractor 
we've included in this article. 

The other photo reveals a custom 
painted Peterbilt, featuring accent 
stripes, and a wrap-around mural. 
Besides the trick paint work, LRP also 
handles custom interiors for big rigs. 
These rigs are good enough for shows 
with the custom panel, interior, and 
some chrome accessories. 

If you want to trick out your big rig, 
this is one place that can handle the job. 
Sure, there are many other shops that 
are doing the number to tractors, but we 
just want to let you in on one. To find 
out more on customizing big rigs, write 
LRP, Sheridan Springs Road, Lake 
Geneva, Wisconsin 53147, or call (414) 
248-6627. 

















All New Customizing Parts 


NEW FOR VANS! 
The latest trick grilles, roof 
spoilers, port windows, sun- 
roofs, flares, hoods. From 
STREET CUSTOMS LTD. 
The Professionals ... 
This van is 
the famous 
“Barbarian” 
project van we 
designed and built 
to demonstrate 
our new exclusive 
patented van 
products: you can’t 
get elsewhere! 















































Note our 
xclusive new 
hevy van grille, 

complete with new Monte 

Carlo headlights, heavy fiberglass 

housings and tubular steel chromed 

grille. This is a bolt-on accessory! س‎ E < a >i 

Hood scoops, sunroof, side window with بخ‎ 

vent, flares and roof spoiler are all avail- 

able from us! 





Dig this brand new dynamite roof spoiler 
with six molded housings to take red and 
amber clearance lights. You can buy it to 
bolt on with sheet metal screws, or fiber- s: i 

glass it to roof. Ready to paint, lights separate With wiring. Hook up to your turn 
signal and brake light circuit for a real light show! Only Street Customs LTD has this 
patented new item! Fits all late model vans. 


SEND FOR OUR ALL-NEW CATALOG FOR CARS AND VANS TODAY 
ONLY $1.75 PREPAID. 


MANY OTHER PARTS AVAILABLE! 8 


irens] 
BANKAMERICARD BANKAMERICARD 
BEEZ EERE 


STREET CUSTOMS LTD. 
11737 Cardinal Circle e Garden Grove, CA 92643 TR 









NEXT ISSUE OF TRUCKIN’ MAGAZINE 
ON SALE THE 27TH OF JULY 





YOU CAN'T BE THE MOST POPULAR 
VAN RACK WITHOUT BEING THE BEST 





More people buy Top Line nuts accuracy in construction. 
racks and ladders than all other Buy the best, buy Top Line. 
brands combined. Why? Write or phone for literature 
Advanced styling, more and dealer nearest you. 


strength per rack and dead T 0 p ul ne fo. 


7220 Compton Blvd., Paramount, Calif. 90723 (213) 633-0605 (213) 633-0630 
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If you have missed any Back 
Issues of TRUCKIN’ Magazine, 
now’s your chance to get them. | 
Sorry, we’re sold out of many of 
the earlier issues, but still have 

a limited supply of those listed 
below. Each issue will cost $1.25 
(postage included), and payment 

must accompany the order. 
Send cash, check or money 
order to TRM Publications, Inc., 
1132 North Brookhurst, 
Anaheim, CA 92801. 

On orders by personal check, 
shipment will be delayed six to 
eight weeks for order processing. 


1975 1976 


duly January 
September February 
October March 
November April " 
December May 
dune 


`à 


Back Issues 





TRM Publications. Inc. 
1132 N. Brookhurst 
Anaheim. California 92801 


Name 
Address 
Citv 
State 











AIP 





(mo/yr) (mo/yr) (mo/vr) 





(mo/yr) (mo/yr)  (mo/yr) 
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a while off roaders out there who also 

use that late model 4x4 mount for 
every day transportation. If you fall into 
this category, there is also a good 
possibility you like to keep your truck in 
as decent appearing condition as possi- 
ble. Sure a real hard core off roader 
doesn’t mind having bullet shattered 
paint and caved in panels, but for those 
of us who use our new Blazers, etc., for 
going to church and down to the market, 
terrain battered panels and sand blasted 
paint just don’t seem to cut it. 

There isn’t too much I can do if you 
insist on running your kick panels into 
huge boulders, but I may be able to help 
you save your paint from the elements. 
Many of us who enjoy camping, fishing, 
etc., drive our vehicles to a certain spot 
and then hike in. Unfortunately this 
means leaving the vehicle to the mercy 
of mother nature for days at a time. If 
during the time you leave your truck 
stranded, the wind, hail, snow, sun and 
worst of all sand, decide to do their dirty 
number, you are liable to return to a 
wasted paint job. I have had to leave my 
truck out in both heavy hail storms and 
sand pushed by high winds and on both 
occasions the paint and glass looked as if 
they had a bad case of chicken-pox. 
After its third coat of paint was 
destroyed by a nasty sand storm near 


1 sure there are many of you once in 


The paint on that new 4x4 of yours 
wasn't meant to withstand sand and 
hail blastings. If you plan on leaving 
the vehicle parked where mother 
nature can do her dirty number on ít 
you had better conjure up some sort of 
protection or plan on semi-annual 
paint jobs. A good cover is the han- 
diest answer and Whitey at Don's Trim 
Shop in Downey, California, has got 
just what the doctor ordered with 
these form fitting zip up, custom made 
covers. 








Barstow, I decided to take some sort of 
protective action. I first contacted 
Whitey at Don’s Trim Shop in Downey, 
California, and he came up with an idea 
for a tough, compact, easy to handle 
cover for the truck. Naturally these 
things aren’t or at least haven’t been in 
too much demand so it would be strictly 
a custom made unit. 

We left the truck with Whitey and 
returned a couple of hours later. The 
cover he conjured up was more than we 
had expected. Where the only covers I 
have seen are stretch-over with elastic 
around the edge jobs, Whitey’s covers 
are form fit to the vehicle’s lines with 










zippers for easy installation and 
removal. Another trick feature of these 
covers is the thin steel cable run around 
the outer seam. This cable allows you to 
secure the cover in place using a small 
locking device to discourage thieves. 

Since obtaining this ultra tough cover, 
I have left the truck out in some pretty 
nasty sand storms with no damage to 
the paint and glass whatsoever. Prices 
vary slightly depending on the vehicle 
(and they aren’t cheap) but you are get- 
ting the best quality materials and 
workmanship. Whatever the cost, it’s 
much better than replacing your win- 
dows and paint every time you leave 
your machine to the mercy of the 
elements. 








FALCON CUSTOM VAN 
CONVERSIONS = 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
UPHOLSTERY PRODUCTS & 
COMPLETE CUSTOM INTERIORS 















Come in and see 
why 50% of our 
new customers are 
referred by 

satisfied customers 


$110 Each 










Chapman 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


FULL LINE OF ACCESSORIES 

Fits: Ford, Chevy 
Dodge & 

G.M.C. Vans 


To speed delivery send money order or cashiers check Dept. TR 


215 N. State College Ave. Orange, Ca. 92668 (714) 634-2393 









Write for catalog, 
enclose $1.00 


y Six standard colors in 
Uniroyal Rogue super 
quality naugahyde. 


Refundable with 
purchase. 




















6412 MANCHESTER BLVD., BUENA PARK, CALIFORNIA, 90621 
O E TIDE RAO HTS SEPE SPECIALISTS IN HARD-TO-GET USED PARTS 


36 1ST IN QUALITY, FINEST IN SERVICE ! 


PHONES: (714) 994-1400, RES. (213) 941-4693 





@ SUNROOFS — PORTHOLES 
© FIBERGLASS ACCESSORIES PRODUCTS 
@ HIGH BACK SEATS @ STEREO & C.B. EQUIPMENT 


SEND $2.00 FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 


© CUSTOM INTERIOR WOOD 


2122 South Sepulveda Blvd. Los Angeles, Ca 90025 
Phone (213) 477-1577 
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MAGAZINE BINDERS 


Now vou 

can arranqe and 

safequard vour collection of 
TRUCKIN’ Magazines in these 
handsome simulated leather 
storage binders. Great for 
reference libraries. Magazines 
can be easily removed at any 
time, without damage. 


Each binder is attractively 
embossed with a gold 
TRUCKIN’ logo on the cover 
and spine. One binder holds 
12 issues. 


WHAT BETTER WAY 


TO ORGANIZE AND PRESERVE 


YOUR TRUCKIN’ MAGAZINE 
COLLECTION! 


ONLY $5.00 each 





(plus 50¢ postage and handling) 


Send me __TRUCKIN?’ 
Magazine binders at $5.00 
each. (Postage and handling charges 
$.50 for 1-2 binders, $1.00 for 3 or 
more. California residents add 6% 
sales tax.) 


NAME 





ADDRESS 





CITY 





STATE ZIP 





Total Amount Enclosed $ 
Mail Coupon to: 
TRUCKIN’ Magazine 
1132 N. Brookhurst Ave. 
Anaheim, CA 92801 
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HAPPENINGS 
HAPPENINGS 


HAPPENINGS 


July 30-August 1 — Can Am Nationals, 
Bingeman’s Park. Ketchener, Ontario, Canada. Vans 
only, pre-registration preferred. Write Can Am Van 
Nationals, P.O. Box 396, Station A. Mississagua. 
Ontario, Canada, LSA 5 


August 6-8 — Bear Bash I. Sponsored by Big 
Sky Vans at Yellowstone Nat'l Park. United 
Campground. $10 pre-entry and $15 at gate, $.50 
for each additional person. Children under 5 are 
free! For further info’ Big Bear Bash ۱, Big Sky Vans, 
P.O. Box 57. Billings. Montana 59103 


August 6-8 — Street Machine/Van 
Nationals. Tulsa State Fairgrounds. Tulsa, OK. 
Contact National Street Rod Association, 3407 W 
Olive. #205, Burbank. CA 91505. (213) 849-7711. 


August 6-8 — Good Times ‘76. Hosted by 
Manitoba Van Association. Vans, Pickups, 4 wheel 
drives all welcome. Selkirk Park. Selkirk Manitoba, 
Canada. $8 pre-entry. $12 at gate — deadline July 
1, 1976. Games, prizes & trophies! For more infor- 
mation write: Manitoba Van Association, 686 
Mulvey Ave.. Winnipeg. Manitoba, Canada R3M 
1H6. 


August 11, 12 — 1st National Meet 
Sponsored by Sedan Deliveries Limited in Tulsa, 
OK. For further information write Sedan Deliveries. 
48 Church St., Statersville, RI 02876. 


August 15 — 1st Haynes Apperson Festival 
Van Show. Courthouse Square, Downtown, 
Kokomo, IN. More info: Stoplight City Vans, Inc., 
c/o Festival, P.O. Box 781, Kokomo, IN 46901. 


August 20-22 — Beaver Burnout. Vans and 
trucks only! Lake Havasu City, Crazy Horse 
Campground. 1 case of beer raffled every hour. $10 
per truck, $25 at gate. Make checks payable to: 
Crescent Vans, P.O. Box 3846, Anaheim, CA 
92803 


August 21, 22 — 1st Annual New Mexico 
Custom Van & Truck Show. Cash & trophies! 
$7.50 till August 1st, $10 August 1-19, $15 
August 20. Send entries to: New Horizon Enter- 
prises, P.O. Box 4980, Albuquerque. NM 87106 


August 21-22 — 2nd Annual Endo’s 
International Speed Ski Championships. Hosted 
by Baja Trucks Ltd. $10 per vehicle, includes camp- 
ing. dash plaque. raffle ticket & admission to ski 
championships. $100 prize to club with the most 
vehicles. Call Robbie (213) 332-1221 or Paul (213) 
446-6414. or Kris (714) 595-8434. Held at Long 
Beach Marine Stadium 


Sept. 3-6 — “Boogie till You Puke” — 2nd 
Annual Club Event by Thames Valley Vans. This is a 
getdown weekend for vanners by vanners. For more 
info write: Thames Valley Vans, c/o Paul Veitch. RR 
3. Blenheim. Ontario, Canada NOP 1AO. 


Sept. 3-6 — NAVA Van-Canada ‘76: Mosport 
Park. Bowmanville, Ontario, Sponsored by Cana- 
dian Van Association. For more info call or write: 
North American Van Association, 15075 E. 11 Mile 
Road, Roseville. MI 48066. (313) 773-7380. 


Sept. 4-5 — Labor Day Tri-State Van-In, 
Martin U.S. 131 Dragway, Martin, MI. Pre- 
registration preferred. For more info write: Sport 
Shows Inc., 701 Walbridge. Kalamazoo, MI 49007. 


Sept. 4-6 — 3rd Annual Haney Van Fair. Pre- 
entry $10, $15 at gate. This covers each van and 
four occupants, & dash plaque. Pre-entry deadline 
August 1. 1976. Contact: Great Vancouver Van 
Club, PO Box 80581, Station S. Sussex Street, Bur- 


naby, B.C., Canada V5H 3X9. 


Sept. 10-12 — Vantastic Voyage ‘76. 
Cumberland County Fairgrounds in Millville, NJ. 
Hosted by Easy Livin’ Vans. Trophies, live bands, 
food, fun & games for all. 1500 limit. Vans only. 
Pre-registration ends August 27, 1976. Contact 
Easy Livin’ Vans, P.O. Box 60, Pine Hill, NJ 08021. 
(609) 7843360. 


Sept. 11-12 — Last Fling ‘til Spring ۱۱ Gates 
open at 6 p.m. on Sept. 10. More info contact 
Shoeme Vans, Ltd., c/o Gary Hall, 2722 E. Lom- 
bard, Springfield, MO 


Oct. 1-3 — Soledad Breakout II — 2nd 
Annual National Mini-truck-in hosted by Baja 
Trucks, Ltd. $8 pre-registration, $10 at gate. More 
info contact Robbie, (213) 332-1221 


Oct. 9-10 — Street Machine Round Up, 


Waco, TX, at Fort Fisher Park. Sponsored by 
National Street Rod Association. For information 





contact Bobby Ramey, 25223 Glen Loch Dr., 
Spring. TX 77380 or NSRA Field Office. 503 
Longworth, Duncanville. TX 75116 














If you’re into custom vans and 
trucks, this magazine is for you. 
Detailed feature articles on 
vehicles from various parts of the 
country, technical articles, show 
coverage, happenings and more 
are included for your enjoyment. 
Well, just look at this issue and 
you'll see what’s going on in the 
truckin’ world. 
































DO YOU GET 


TRUCKIN’ Magazine 


7 


EVERY MONTH? 


The easiest way to get TRUCKIN’ every 




























= 
B 
month is by subscribing. ۱۲۱۱ cost you : Please enter my subscription to TRUCKIN’ Magazine. a 
only $9.00 for one year, $16.00 for two, 1 Send to TRM Subscription Dept. 9420-Aat Road, Suite D, San a 
and $24.00 for a three-year subscrip- 1 Diego, California 92196. Enclosed is a or money order for... H 
tion. What a deal! 1 O 99.00 one year E] $16.00 — two years .00 — three years A 
SUBSCRIBE NOW! : 
© E 
We also have a new Dealer : 
Program for those who own van i 
and truck customizing, or accessory I 
shops. For more information, write 1 
TRUCKIN’ Dealer Program, 2 ۱ State Zip i 
موی ود ی مالیا‎ 635- : (Foreign countries add $1.00 for each yearly subscription.) = 
9040. Ña = ma mm aa mam nam nan uma veu ses sma wam pen nm san am sm sma sm sm sm ms nam sam ms mm sm mam sm mm 
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VAN ACCESSORIES 


Looking for some really neat accessories for your van, 
well rest your heels. All you have to do is send “TWO 
BUCKS” to the address below and you'll receive one 
of the most complete and up to date Van Accessory 
catalogs on the market. 


WOLFYE ۰ 
— = (N 


Wolfye Vans, Inc. 

P. O. Box 5024 

2990 Broadway 

Dept. 102 

Macon, Ga. 31208 
912/781-1363 

In Atlanta, Georgia call: 
404/351-4315 


Send *$2.00 for all new 76 catalog or send *$6.00 
for Wolfye Van “T” shirt, decal and 76 catalog. Sizes - 
S. M; L; XL 

*American currency only 








LET DYN-O-MITE ee 
PUT A BANG IN YOUR VAN!! 


Dyn-0-Mite Van Replacement 
Bubbles and Van Bubbles are 
the hottest new custom design 
products for your van. The 
highly reflective smoke re- 
placement bubbles add a 
touch of class to any van and 
the van bubble windows come 
in four of the most popular 
shapes and five eye catching 
colors to coordinate with your 
murals and paint job. 


Ask your accessory shop for Both types are very easy to in- 
them today or write: stall and are sure to turn-on 


۱۷7/۱۵ inne 


Meyer Plastics, Inc./5101 East 65th Street/Indianapolis, Indiana 46220 


THE TRICK SHOP OF ALL YOUR 
VAN AND MINI-TRUCK _ 
ACCESSORY NEEDS Caer 


ere." > 


WE CARRY AND INSTALL 
THE COMPLETE LINE 0F: 
Window Bubbles Fender Flares 


Snack Trays Sunroofs 
Spoilers Portholes 
1594 S. Anaheim Blvd., Suite F 
Anaheim, California 92805 
714/533-6411 DEPT. TR. 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR IMAGINARY GLASS PRODUCTS 
SEND $1.00 FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 
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Air Lift 

Alphabets 

Anaheim Truck & Van 
Auto Upholstery 
California Stepside 
Chrysler Performance 
Customizing Center 
Jim Conner Mini Trucks 
Dick Cepek... 

Dick Dean 

Falcon Vans 

Ford Pickup Catalogs 
Genuine Suspension 
Isky Cams 

Jackman Wheels 
Keystone Wheels 
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Service Books 
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Trans-Go 
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Wheel Specialties 

Wolfye Vans 
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VAN HAS JUST FINISHED A NASTY 65 HOUR OVERTIME WEEK ON THE NIGHT- SHIFT AT WORK 
AND HAS HEADED DIRECTLY TO THE CUSTOM PAINT STUDIO OF STEVE STIRSTICK,IN HIS VAN. 


TA. 


SPECIALIZING KA 





BRING IT IN OVER 
HERE, VAN I (YAWN) 








111۳1 
| 


۱۱۰ | 2 ` 
WT hl !IIIIIII 

1 CAN EVEN SPEAK SOME 
SPANISH... LET'S SEE... 


UH... BUENO ۹ 
SENORITA, WOW! 74 


ov 


A 2 


so 


| 








ranns; Ald < 
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OHHH... YAWN... I'M TIRED, \f I HEAR YOU...YAWN... 


MAN... AM I BURNED OUTI || I PAINTED A CUSTOM 
سل‎ | MINI-TRUCK LAST 
WU III NIGHT TIL 


LET'S PACK OUR CHOPPERS, | 
SURFBOARDS AND STUFF AND ` 
HEAD FOR THE BEACHES SOUSE 
OF med Zs BORDER RIGHT Now! 
MAKA “t | III NOT 
$ A ili 
(Tg J i 


4 s “mm in ۱ 
۴ 


Inn 7 íf 7 لا‎ 
۲ (y a 
: ZZ 
2 HEY! WE CAN KICK-BACK, ® 
..AND HEAVYILY PARTY 


7 r! 


LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL III 








